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Agenda

1) Brief introduction to WOCAT

2) How the WOCAT Global SLM Database is used for knowledge keeping 
and dissemination

3) How to enter data into the WOCAT Global SLM Database
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Introduction to WOCAT
Brief introduction to the World Overview of Conservation Approaches 

and Technologies (WOCAT) and the Global SLM Database



About WOCAT
A global SLM network officially recognized 
by the UNCCD

 The World Overview of Conservation Approaches 
and Technologies (WOCAT) is a global network 
established in 1992. 

 WOCAT supports the compilation, documentation, 
evaluation, sharing, dissemination, and application of 
sustainable land management (SLM) knowledge.

 Facilitates local, national, regional and global 
knowledge sharing and analysis of which good 
practices work where, how and why, and what 
are their costs and benefits.

 In 2014, WOCAT’s growth and ongoing improvement 
culminated in being officially recognized by the 
UNCCD as the primary recommended Global SLM 
Database for best SLM practices.

UNCCD knowledge Partner

Consortium Partners

https://www.wocat.net/en/about 4
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WOCAT Global SLM Database
Free access, standardized SLM data with API option

https://qcat.wocat.net
Database Visitors SLM good practices in Database

Main features 

 free upload and worldwide sharing of countries’ good SLM practices in English, 
Spanish, Portuguese, French, Russian, Chinese, Arabic, Khmer, Mongolian and Thai

 free access to 2400+ reviewed, proven, field-tested SLM practices from over 135 
countries

 standardized summary of all Technologies and Approaches can be downloaded in 
various languages

 database filter to find relevant SLM practices for specific landscapes, land uses etc.

 possibility to integrate national SLM good practices in national/project/global 
platforms through API

UNCCD parties and other reporting agencies are encouraged to enter and share SLM best practices in 
the WOCAT SLM Database, and report in PRAIS under “Implementation Framework”/”Actions on the 
ground” (section 7.4.1 of the PRAIS reporting manual)

5
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WOCAT Global SLM Database
Search and visualize SLM data

https://qcat.wocat.net https://explorer.wocat.net/
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WOCAT Global SLM Database – linked platforms
Enhancing global knowledge sharing and integration: leveraging APIs for SLM data

Linked Platforms / Databases /Applications

o Framework for Ecosystem Restoration 
Monitoring (FERM)

o Water Harvesting Explorer (World Bank)

o UNCCD Drought & SDS Toolbox

o FarmBetter application

o LandPKS application

o Carbon Benefit Platfrom

o Great Green Wall Observatory

o National Platforms

o H2020 OPTAIN Learning Environment
o G20 GLI Platform
o …

in progress

WOCAT's good practices are available on 
various platforms, databases, and applications, 
linked through the Application Program 
Interface (API).
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How the WOCAT Global SLM Database is used 
for knowledge keeping and dissemination 

Example: GLUES research programme



Global Assessment of Land Use Dynamics, Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions and Ecosystem Services (GLUES)

 A seven-year-long research programme on SLM funded by the German Federal Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF) (largest funding efforts related to SLM in Germany). 

 More than 600 scientists and 12 regional projects (Angola, Botswana, Brazil, China, Germany, 
Madagascar, Namibia, the Philippines, Russia (Siberia), and Vietnam) were involved.

 The BMBF call asked for putting land management into context of those who manage land and 
producing knowledge that could be shared and implemented by the people in the respective 
regions.

 Use of standardized WOCAT format and Global SLM Database for documenting, evaluating and 
disseminating SLM.



Global Assessment of Land Use Dynamics, Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions and Ecosystem Services (GLUES)







Associated videos

https://wocat.net/en/wocat-media-library/making-sense-of-
research-for-sustainable-land-management-videos/

https://wocat.net/en/wocat-media-library/making-sense-of-research-for-sustainable-land-management-videos/
https://wocat.net/en/wocat-media-library/making-sense-of-research-for-sustainable-land-management-videos/


Global Assessment of Land Use Dynamics, Greenhouse 
Gas Emissions and Ecosystem Services (GLUES)

Managing land sustainably…   … in the field
… in the landscape
… jointly by research and practice
… mitigating climate change
… preserving ecosystems and biodiversity
… bridging gaps between research and practice
… contribution of research
… case studies



WOCAT SLM Knowledge Dissemination
Solid and easily accessible WOCAT knowledge products

WOCAT and its partners have produced...

... a global online database of SLM Technologies, SLM Approaches and SLM mapping

... books, fact sheets and brochures at global, regional and national levels: summary books, 
practice inventories books, practice inventories, guidelines for different users in different formats

... videos on SLM: a voice for land users implementing SLM in their fields
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How to enter data into the 
WOCAT Global SLM Database

Introduction to the documentation process of SLM good practices using 
WOCAT Questionnaires (QT and QA) and the Global SLM Database data 

entry process



WOCAT Global SLM Database – process
From questionnaires to reviewed data available online in the WOCAT Global Database

Questionnaires on 
SLM Technologies, 
Approaches and 
Gender

Documenting
information 
from and with 
land users, 
entering in 
Questionnaires Entering data in

Database

Data available onlineReview process
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QT & QA Questionnaires
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Two main WOCAT Questionnaires for documenting good SLM practices



Documentation SLM Technologies and Approaches
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SLM Technology + SLM Approach = SLM practice

Example: Keyhole Garden (Bangladesh)

Example: Peer to peer pass-on approach 
with women (Bangladesh) 

SLM practice



QT – Questionnaire
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Introduction to the questionnaire

 General information

 Description of SLM Technology

 Classification of SLM Technology

 Technical specifications, implementation activities, 

inputs and costs

 Natural and human environment

 Impacts and conclusions

 References and links



https://qcat.wocat.net/

Define language before
hand!! Otherwise a new
language version is
created

No data entry without
log-in
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!!! For SLM Approach looks the same and works alike

How to navigate the database?
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Enter Text 

Upload picture, technical drawing, organigram

How to enter data online?
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Add geo-referenced information on the map
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Two or more choices

Only one choice

How to enter data online?
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Drop down

How to enter data online?
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The review process
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Submission for review



https://wocat.net/en/account/register

How to access the database?
Login required for documenting
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Q&A
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