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Event Demographics

301

Organizations Represented Research = 85
= 91
= 46
= 35
= 16
= 15
= 13

Agribusiness 
Civil Society Organiza�ons
Universi�es
Development organiza�on  
Government Departments 
Regional Bodies

Attendance: 1,610

41% 59%

Youth

42%

Country Representation at the AASW8

Key: Blue shade indicates the countries that participated in the 8AASW; the deeper the 

blue, the higher the number of participants 

Total No of countries = 66 

African Countries          =43
America (South/North) = 5
Europe                         =13
Asia                             =5

Top Ten Countries 
Countries     No of participants 

South Africa = 287
Ghana          = 127
Nigeria         = 98
Kenya           = 94
Botswana     = 74

 
Countries     No of participants
Italy              = 49
Uganda        = 46
Zambia         = 44
Zimbabwe    = 44
Ethiopia        = 40
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Date 0830 -1030 Break 1100 – 1300 Break 1400 -1800

4th June REGISTRATION and pre-events (CCARDESA Board Meeting)

5th

June

OPENING PLENARY

Traditional Dance Troupe

Welcome Statements

  

  –

  

Mxolisi Kaunda (Executive Mayor

– Lala Razafinjara (CCARDESA Chairperson)

– Alioune Fall (FARA Chairperson)

, Durban

City)

Goodwill

 

Messages

  

  

  

  

– Josefa Sacko (Commissioner DARBE, AUC)

– Ahmadu Babagana (FAO rep. in South Africa)

– Ravi Khetarpal (Chairperson, GFAR) Virtual

– Lindiwe Sibanda (Chairperson, CGIAR

System Board)

  

  

– Ishmael Sunga (CEO, SACAU)– 

Leonard Mizzi (INTPA, European

  

Commission)

Keynote 

– Agnes Kalibata (President, AGRA) V irtual

Address

–

  

Akinwumi Adesina (President, AfDB)

Statement and invitation of Chief Guest

–
   

Bangokwakhe M. Zuma (MEC for Agriculture

and Rural Development, KwaZulu Natal

Province)

Official opening address

–
  

Thoko Didiza (Minister of Agriculture, Land

Reform and Rural Development,

South Africa)

Presentation of FARA Leadership
 
Awards

Akinwumi Adesina (President, AfDB)

Break

HIGH-LEVEL

 

SEGMENT

 
Fireside Chat 

–

   

Akinwumi Adesina (President AfDB)

–

   

Papa Seck (Fmr Minister of Agriculture, Senegal)

–

   

Josefa Sacko (Commissioner DARBE, AUC)

 Statements.

–

    

Jeanine Cooper (Minister of Agriculture,

Liberia)Virtual

    

– Amany Asfour (President, Africa Business

Council)

    Assessment, IF

– Sara Savastano (Director, Research and Impact

AD)

    Bank)

–

    

Claudia Sadoff (Executive Managing Director

– Denys Denya (Executive Vice President, Afrexim

,

CGIAR)

–

    

Alexander Thiel (CEO, SAPPI Southern Africa)

–

    

Ntuthu Mbiko (Chair, AFASA Women’s desk)

 

–
   

Akinwumi Adesina (President, AfDB)

–
   

Josefa Sacko (Commissioner DARBE, AUC)

–
   

LAUNCH SESSION

Launch of Action Plan for the Renewed Partnership

between the CGIAR and African agricultural research 

institutions

Lindiwe Sibanda (Chairperson, CGIAR System

Board)

–
   

Alioune Fall (FARA Chairperson)

 Launch of the Afrexim bank-FARA Research and

Innovation Competencies in Agriculture (AFRICA)

Award

–
   

Denys Denya (Executive Vice President, Afrexim

Bank)

   – Alioune Fall (FARA Chairperson)

Break

 

 

 

 

 

CCARDESA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

DURBAN ROUNDTABLE

(Hosted by the African Development Bank) 

Leveraging and combining science and agribusiness 

to achieve expected outcomes of the Dakar 2 Food 

Security Delivery Compacts. C oncept Note

(By invitation only)

 

SE-02: GFAR Steering Committee meeting Room:

NAIROBI(Read More

SIDE EVENTS

SE-01:Can accelerator programmes catalyze private

investment in climate-smart agriculture Lessons from 

Souther, Central and East (Read More) Africa

)

 

SE-03:  Tracking the Future of Food and Agriculture

in Africa Room: CAIRO (Read More)

Date 0830 -1030  1100 – 1300  1400 -1800

6th

June

   

PLENARY SESSION ORGANIZED BY THE

CGIAR

Strengthening Partnership between One

CGIAR and African Research and Innovation

Stakeholders. Read More

· Introduction of the four Regional Directors for

Africa

·    One CGIAR in Africa 

·    Action Plan for strengthening partnership

between CGIAR and African Agricultural

Research and Innovation Institutions.

 
PARALLEL SESSIONS

·
        

Strengthening Science – Business Linkages to

Boost Intra-African Trade     

·
        

Making African Food Systems Nutrition Sensitive

and Gender-Responsive  

·       Improving Climate Resilience, Natural                   

 Resources Management   

 
FIELD VISITS

eThekwini North Durban Incubator Hub

Ottawa site-tunnel farming site

(Depart ICC at 1400 hours, return at 1900 hours)

·

   

SIDE EVENTS

SE-04: Science and business dialogue

SE-05: C ontinental Consultation R oom:

AGRONOMY HOUSE

SE-06 : a. Mainstreaming land rights of the rural 

poor in the climate discourse (Room-ACCRA-B)-

Read More

Partnership models for expanded out-scaling in

Africa (Convened by CIMMYT) 

b. Outcomes and ways forward of the GFAR

webinars on: UN Food Systems Summit and
National Pathways; and Regional Responses to 

Challenges to Soil Fertility and Sustainability

(Room: A CCRA-B) –Read More

SE-07:Supporting Pathways to Sustainable Land 

Management in Africa.

SE-08: Fostering Agribusiness and Gender/Youth-

Responsive Food Systems

SE-09: U nlocking business opportunities for youth-

led SMEs and enterprises

SE-10: CGIAR Agribusiness Acceleration

Approaches for Climate Smart Agriculture

Innovation, Resilience, Gender and Social Inclusion.

Room: C APE TOWN-A (Read More)

SE-11: A dvancing the AU-EU Research and

Innovation Partnership in the context of the

International Research Consortium (IRC).Room:

CAPE TOWN-B (Read More)

Programme Of Events
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Programme Of Events

   

SE-12:  a. GFAR T alks

b. Presentation of GFAR Innovation Survey-Meeting 

Room (Read more) Room: CAIRO

c. Partnership Principles (Read More)  Room:CAIRO

SE-15:Challenges and opportunities for Extension

and Advisory Services within the African Continental

Free Trade Area. Room: CAPE TOWN A-(Read

More

SE-14:Tackling enabling environment issues for 

scaling agribusinesses in Southern and Central 

Africa.  Room: GABORONE(Read More

SE-13: Harnessing Science and Innovation: Through

 strengthened capacity to innovate

)

)

SE-16:Seed Policy Harmonisation and

Domestication: A tool for facilitating seed availability

and affordability

SE-17: Agricultural Biotechnology: A sustainable

lever for African Continental Free Trade Area

(AfCFTA)  Room -Durban (Read More).

SE-19: TAAT / TSF Innovation platform and

SE-18: T AAT: Leading the way with agricultural

innovation across A frica. R oom: Durban (Read 

More).

Agribusiness Seminar

 

SE-26: Boosting intra-Africa trade: The agricultural

 

SE-20: Developing the Implementation Modalities 

for the Soil Initiative for Africa and AFSH Action Plan

(Read More).

midstream in the value chain

 

 

SE-34:The sustainable mutation of the Cacao 

Supply Chain: Challenges and opportunities for 

Africa.  (Read More) Room:ACCRA-C

Date 0830 -1030
 

1100 – 1300
 

1400 -1800

7th

June

 

 

   

·
   

Special 

PLENARY SESSION ORGANIZED BY AFRICA 

BUSINESS COUNCIL AND A FREXIM BANK

Agro-industrial Park models for Increasing

Productivity, Value-Addition and Intra-Africa 

Trade

· Common Africa Agro-Parks (AUC, FARA)

Agro-processing Zones (AfDB)

·
   

Integrated Agro-Industrial Parks (UNIDO)

Lessons learned, possible complementarities and

actions for scaling up, including investments.

 
PARALLEL SESSIONS

·
        

·      K nowledge Management, D 

Transition of Farming Systems (Read More)

igitalization, and

Youth Entrepreneurship

        · Policies, Institutions, Capacities 

 

 

FIELD VISIT

Dube T rade Port: Visit to the culture lab and the 

greenhouse project.

Depart ICC at 1400 hours, return 1700 hours

SIDE EVENTS

SE-21: Optimal Sector Strategies in African

Agriculture and Agribusiness.

SE-22: CAADP-X4P – CGIAR Knowledge

management Session: Acting on a collaborative

agenda. Room : PLENARY-A (Read More)

SE-23: Catalyzing and coordinating Innovation and

Scaling in Eastern and Southern Africa

SE-25: Policy dialogue on engagement of state and

non-state actors in enhancing utilization of Earth

Observation Data Products and Services in

Agriculture in South 

SE-24: Improving the Implementation of Existing

Trade Policies to support Cross-Border Trade In

Africa Room: ACCRA-A

Africa

SE-27: PARI: Dissemination session – How to turn 

the agrifood sector into an engine of job growth for 

Africa’s youth.  Room: P LENARY-B(Read More)

SE-28: Mainstreaming Forgotten Foods into A frica

Food System: What are the Next Big T hings? Room:

PLENARY-B(  Read More )

SE-30: Food Systems Transformation in Southern

SE-29: Women and Y outh service-based

agribusiness using digital app in West and Central 

Africa.

Africa for One Health

SE-31:Unpacking the potential of Agroecology in

Africa. Room-CAPE TOWN B(Read More)

SE-32: Boosting Intra-African Trade through

Agricultural digitalization for enhancing

implementation of the AfCFTA

SE-33: Promoting gender equality and women’s

empowerment for a nutrition-sensitive and Gender-

Responsive Food Systems in the Drylands

 

Date 0830 -1030 Break 1100 – 1300 Break 1400 -1800
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Programme Of Events

8th

June

 

 

PLENARY SESSION ORGANIZED BY FAO 

Digitalization and Innovation to facilitate 

Implementation of A fCFTA and for

boosting Intra-African trade

Framework for Boosting Intra-African T rade
(BIAT) in Agricultural Commodities and Services,

including an update on the Guided T rade Initiative 

(GTI)

Plenary Sessions on:

·        

       

 

  

  

  

  

Digitalization and trade facilitation to support

implementation of AfCFTA

· Women and youth as enablers of intra-

African trade, including agribusiness, in the

context of the AfCFTA.

  

FARA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

  · Statements from Partners

  · The Board’s Accountability Report

  · Report on the Secretariat’s achievements

  · Strategic direction of the FARA Secretariat over

FARA GENERAL ASSEMBL

the medium term

  · Synthesis of outcomes of 8th AASW

Y

Ratification of appointment of the new ED and   

            Chairperson of FARA

Valedictory speeches by outgoing ED and           

             Chairperson

Solidarity Statements

FARA/AATF MoU & Winners of YPARD             

              Hackathon

Closing 

Date 0830 -1030 Break 1100 – 1300 Break 1400 -1800
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Online Brand Monitoring Highlights

Metrics

Sentiment

Changes and number of mentions in the selected date range

Interactions
27 May 2023 - 26 Jun 2023 since 26 Apr 2023

4.1K

Shares
27 May 2023 - 26 Jun 2023 since 26 Apr 2023

289

Negative mentions
27 May 2023 - 26 Jun 2023 since 26 Apr 2023

29

Reach
Extended Reach

27 May 2023 - 26 Jun 202313.3M 14.5M

Positive mentions
27 May 2023 - 26 Jun 2023

5K

325

327

32

since 26 Apr 2023

280

The overall sentiment tone of the mentions

13432327
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Online Brand Monitoring Highlights

Reach

Interactions

Views per day

Engagements per day
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Online Brand Monitoring Highlights

Sources

Countries

Mention Sources

Mention Countries
1. South Africa 65

2. Ghana 48

3. Botswana 34

4. Senegal 28

5. Kenya 24

6. Belgium 7

7. Nigeria 4

8. U.S.A. 4

9. Cameroon 4

10. Mexico 4

11. Australia 3

12. Uganda 3

13. India 3

14. Italy 3

15. Germany 3

16. Rwanda 2

17. Benin 2

18. Zambia 2

19. Zimbabwe 2

20. Others 20

% -MENTIONS 

41.14% - 230%

32.92% - 184%

13.24% - 74%

11.81% - 66%

0.72% - 4%

SOURCE

Facebook 

Instagram 

Twitter

LinkedIn 

Web

YouTube 0.18% - 1%
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Online Brand Monitoring Highlights

Daily Stats

YouTube Only

Number of mentions per day

No of videos No of views

No of
Subscribers

No of
Engagement
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Participants’ Report

     

BREAKDOWN of Contractors & Security 
Personnel

Number
      654
      6

       8
     
      
      
      
       
       
       
       

        
       
       
       

        

15
12
67
54

Category 
Contractors 
Metro Police 
POP 
PSS Command 
PSS CPO 
PSS Support 
PSS VPO 
Security 
Sponsor 
VISPOL 
VISPOL Command VOC 
VPO Explosives 
VPO K9s 
VPO Technical 

8 

1 

9 

3 

8 

4 

 4
TOTAL 804

 
  

BREAKDOWN of Delegates, VIP, Media, etc

Number
401

  63
  83
  49
  55
  67

   81

22
   

Category 
Delegates 
Exhibitors 
Host Ofcials 
Organizers 
Side Event Organizers 
Speakers 
VIPs 

Wednesday Guests (One day
participants who paid $45 each) 
Media 15

Sub Total   836

836
 654
 150

 

Delegates, VIP, Media, etc 
Contractors 
Security 

GRAND TOTAL 1,640
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Good morning, everyone!

I am delighted to join you at this year's Agribusiness and Science 

Week. Congratulations to the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa 

(FARA), its Chairman, Alioune Fall and Executive Director, Dr. 

Akinbamijo, on the organization of this event. Thank you for inviting 

me to speak.

As we meet today, an alarm bell has sounded on the status of 

I have such great admiration for the work of FARA and for the 

remarkable leadership of its Executive Director, Board of Directors, and 

staff.

development in our world.

The UN Secretary General sounded an alarm few weeks ago on the 

Sustainable Development Goals. The sound was unmistakable: the 

SDGs are off-track. Of particular concern is that over 900 million 

people still go to bed hungry every day. Over 283 million Africans 

suffer from hunger, including over 216 million children that suffer from 

stunting and malnutrition.

The situation is made more serious due to climate change, including severe droughts, oods and cyclones that have 

devastated large parts of Africa; including the desert locusts and Fall Army Worms that ravaged several parts of 

Africa.

Today, much of the Horn Africa and Sahel have not had rains for several seasons.

Climate change is costing Africa $7–15 billion in losses annually and this is projected to rise to $50 billion by 2030. 

Yet, the resources that Africa needs are not there. The continent receives just $30 billion annually in climate nance, 

while it needs $2.7 trillion to meet its climate nance needs between 2020 and 2030. The challenge for Africa is to 

adapt to climate change. Here again, nancing for climate adaptation is low, estimated at only $3.5 billion-$7.5 

billion per year.

At the African Development Bank, we are mobilizing $25 billion for our African Adaptation Acceleration Programme, 

jointly with the Global Center on Adaptation, to support countries. We pledged to commit 40% of our total nance to 

climate nance; we have exceeded that as we devoted 45% of our nancing for climate last year. Similarly, the Bank 

devoted 67% of its total climate nance to climate adaptation, far exceeding the 50:50 parity between climate 

adaptation and mitigation called for by the UN Secretary General.

I am excited about what the Bank is doing to support farmers to adapt to climate change, through our agship 

programme--- Technologies for African Agricultural Transformation (TAAT). 

TAAT, a platform being implemented through partnerships with the CGIAR, national and regional agricultural research 

institutions and the private sector, is the largest ever effort to get technologies at scale to millions of farmers across 

Africa.

Keynote Address by Dr. Akinwumi A. Adesina, President, African Development Bank Group 
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Over the past three years, TAAT delivered climate resilient agricultural technologies to 25 million farmers or 62% of 

the 40 million farmer target. Let me cite three examples.

First, when drought affected East Africa in 2018, TAAT helped to deliver water-efcient maize, developed by the 

CGIAR and the African Agricultural Technology Foundation, to over 5.2 million farmers, averting a food crisis.

Second, to tackle the Fall Army Worms, TAAT deployed technologies to 2 million farmers across Malawi, Zambia, 

and Zimbabwe.

Third, TAAT helped to deliver the NERICA rice varieties to over 3.2 million farmers.

The Bank is also deploying instruments to support farmers that are affected by extreme weather patterns. Through 

our Agricultural Risk Insurance initiative, the Africa Disaster Risk Financing Programme (ADRiFi) we have provided 

$55 million to pay for sovereign risk insurance for countries and smallholder farmers through the Africa Risk 

Capacity. And it is working well.

When drought hit Malawi in 2021, they got a payment of $14.2 million to compensate farmers. When Tropical 

Cyclone hit Madagascar in 2022, they received $10.7 million to pay 628,000 farmers.

What is exciting about all these is that we are combining the power of science, technology, and innovations to build 

climate resilient agricultural production systems; and we are connecting global research and development systems 

with national, regional agricultural research and development systems, as well as private sector value chains.

The successes being achieved also point to the importance of supportive national food and agricultural policies. In 

Ethiopia, heat tolerant wheat varieties delivered by TAAT allowed the country to expand area under cultivation in the 

varieties from 5,000 ha in 2018 to 1.2 million ha by 2022/2023 wheat season. In just three years, Ethiopia achieved 

self-sufciency in wheat and expects to be a net exporter of wheat by this year; 0.6 million tons of wheat is expected 

to be exported by Ethiopia to Djibouti and Kenya this year. An amazing achievement!

To enhance food processing, value addition and competitiveness of agricultural supply chains, the African 

Development Bank is committing resources to the establishment of Special Agro-Industrial Processing Zones.

These zones, enabled with infrastructure and logistics to support food and agribusiness companies close to zones 

of production, will help reduce food losses, enhance value addition, and support the emergence of competitive 

food and agricultural value chains while creating jobs and transforming rural areas from zones of economic misery 

into new zones of economic prosperity. The Bank, along with its partners (which include the Islamic Development 

Bank, International Fund for Agricultural Development) have invested more than $1.5 billion for the establishment of 

these zones in eleven countries.

Despite these achievements, there is still much to do to help Africa achieve zero hunger.

To achieve scale across all of Africa, President Macky Sall of Senegal, and I, organized in January 2023, the Feed 

Africa Summit, which was attended by 34 Heads of State and Government. Working with development partners from 

around the world and the African Union Commission, the private sector companies, and global and national 

agricultural research centers, we developed Food and Agricultural Delivery Compacts for 41 countries.

The goal is clear: use the Food and Agricultural Delivery Compacts to achieve food self-sufciency for Africa within 

ve years, and fully unlock Africa's agricultural potentials to be competitive in global markets.

Keynote Address...
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Keynote Address

It was an incredible coordination of global effort. I am delighted that we have mobilized $72 billion towards the Food 

and Agricultural Delivery Compacts to help accelerate the transformation of Africa's agriculture.
I have appointed Special Envoys to work with all the partners and countries for the effective implementation of these 

Compacts.

Today, I am pleased to announce that one of the Special Envoys is Dr. Timothy Williams, a former director in the 

CGIAR, with decades of experience that spanned International Livestock Research Institute and the International 

Water Management Institute. I expect that the second Special Envoy will also be from the CGIAR.

This should tell you how much I think of the CGIAR and why we must advance on making the CGIAR work better for 

Africa. We must collectively achieve zero hunger in Africa in the next ve years. We have the technologies; we have 

the technology delivery platforms; we have the science, technology, and innovation platforms such as CGIAR, FARA 

and others; we have the political will. All we must do is action.

Your gathering today for this Agribusiness and Science Week is very important. We must pull together the best of 

science, technology, and innovations to drive a more productive, efcient, and more competitive agricultural system.

New digital technologies are offering innovative solutions to challenges faced by farmers. They now provide 

improved access to agricultural information and knowledge. Farmers can now access weather forecasts, market 

prices, best farming practices, and pest management techniques through mobile applications, online platforms, and 

SMS services. Mobile banking now facilitates nancial inclusion of farmers. Fintech companies now allow farmers 

to send and receive payments, access credit, and conduct nancial transactions more efciently.

The use of remote sensing, drones and satellite imagery has enhanced the emergence of precision agriculture in 

Africa, providing critical data on soil health, crop growth and water availability for effective farm management on 

critical inputs such as water and fertilizers, while reducing environmental impacts.

Online marketplaces and e-commerce platforms, and commodity exchanges have emerged, connecting farmers 

directly to buyers, reducing farm losses and allowing farmers to get better prices.

And in supply chain management, blockchain technology is being used to enhance transparency and efciency in 

agricultural supply chains. This helps to track and verify origin, quality, and movement of agricultural products, 

reducing fraud, improving traceability, and enhancing fair market engagements.

From the farm to the table, technologies, scientic innovation, institutional innovations, are emerging to transform 

the entire agricultural systems, and food systems in Africa.

Agricultural systems that are sustainable and climate resilient.

And food systems that will unleash $1 trillion of value by 2030.

For that to be achieved, we must strengthen and support the CGIAR with a lot more resources, ensure that it works 

in and delivers for Africa based on our priorities, and support regional research and development institutions, such 

as FARA and the sub-regional agricultural research organizations.

In the past year, the African Development Bank has hosted two high-level consultations co-organized by the African 

Union Commission, the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa, and the Consultative Group on International 

Agricultural Research (CGIAR). The objective of these consultations was to gain a better understanding of the One 

CGIAR reforms and discuss concerns about CGIAR's engagement with African stakeholders.

...
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Keynote Address...

The outputs of these consultations, when fully addressed, will strengthen the partnership with CGIAR for supporting 

Africa's agricultural research and innovation institutions, particularly national agricultural research systems, and for 

scaling impact to achieve the continent's food and agriculture targets.

Partnerships like this are essential for scaling up innovations to support millions of smallholder farmers across 

Africa. This is very much in evidence today as we look at the Abidjan II Agreement and subsequent Action Plans, 

which will commit the Bank along with CGIAR, FARA and the AUC to coordinate activity for boosting agricultural 

research and innovation over the coming years.

Our organizations-along with the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center and the International Institute 

for Tropical Agriculture-are unveiling this action plan at the One CGIAR moderated session and press conference 

here in Durban this morning.

Our untapped opportunity to put Africa's food security on a sounder footing. Unleashing the continent's agricultural 

potential through proven innovations and a commitment to research holds the key to food security in Africa and 

throughout the world.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
As the stewards of Africa's agribusiness and science sectors, we bear a huge responsibility-to transform this 

continent into a food-secure, economically prosperous, sustainable, and resilient beacon for the world.

Our toil is monumental, but our resolve is undeterred. We are turning the tide on food insecurity, unlocking the vast 

agricultural potential of our continent, and planting the seeds of prosperity in the very soil that feeds us.

Through our collective efforts, we have mobilized signicant resources, developed innovative programmes, and 

initiated transformative actions. Our success in the Special Agro-industrial Processing Zones and the Technologies 

for African Agricultural Transformation programme for example, attests to our unfaltering commitment.

Yet, as we commend our collective progress, we must not become complacent. Africa's ability to feed nine billion 

people by 2050 is not a foregone conclusion; it is a call to action. It beckons us to harness our strengths, confront 

our challenges, and work relentlessly towards our shared vision.

Therefore, let us rise to this grand challenge. Let us forge ahead, knowing that our efforts today will determine the 

future of food in the world.

Our commitment to research, innovation, and investments, must be strong and consistent. Let us collectively do all 

we can to ensure that every African, every night, goes to bed with a full stomach.

With unyielding resolve and unwavering dedication, let us continue our march towards a vibrant, prosperous, and 

food secure Africa, where agriculture is a key driving force for economic growth, social development, and 

environmental sustainability.

Let us seize this moment and work hand in hand to unlock the full potential of agriculture in Africa.

We have all it takes to succeed.
Let us rise, powered by science, to unlock Africa's potential in agriculture. 
Africa must feed itself. 
And Africa must feed the world. 
Together, let's make it happen!

Thank you very much.



Afreximbank-FARA Research-Innovation
Competence in Agriculture 

(AFRICA) Awards

What is AFRICA?
The AFRICA Prize is a prize jointly awarded by Afrexim Bank and FARA 
to recognize and celebrate individuals, groups of individuals, or 
established organizations that have recorded excellence in ASTI, 
advancing Agricultural Innovation System (AIS) and Agripreneurship 
in Africa.  

Prize

Africa Research Excellence Prize 

Africa Innovation-based 
Entrepreneurship Prize 

Africa Impactful and evidence-
based Policies  

Research & Extension

Private Sector

Policy Makers

Category

Timelines

Activity

Call for Nomination Opens

Nomination Closes

Announcement of Laureates  

Presentation of Awards  

1st August 2023

September 30, 2023

March 2024

June 2024

Deadline
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FARA
9th General Assembly

The immediate-past Board Chairperson of FARA, Dr Alioune Fall applauded participating organizations, sponsors, exhib-
itors and participants for a successful 8th African Agriculture and Science Week and the FARA General Assembly.

Giving a n a ccount o f the Board's work, D r F all r ecalled that d uring the h eights o f C OVID, the s olutions a nd r ecovery p lans
 showed  the  power  of  collated  efforts  among  scientists.  He  also  congratulated  the  FARA  Leadership  Prize  For 
Advancing S cience And I nnovation I n Agriculture l aureates for their o utstanding c ontributions, which s erve a s i nspiration
 and a constant r eminder of the i mmense p otentials of African agriculture.

He a pplauded the Board's w ork i n o perationalizing F ARA's b usiness p lan, the formation o f C AADP-XP4, the r elocation o f
 FARA's ofce, appointment of an external auditor for the 2021 to 2023 nancial year, and various partnerships to 
streamline operations, among others.

The G eneral Assembly r atied the a ppointment o f a  n ew Board o f Directors for F ARA. The  Board, c haired b y M s. 
Bongiwe Njobe, c omprises D r A bdou T enkouano, M r P hilip B oahen, D r S imeon E hui, D r E nock W arinda, P rof C liff 
Dlamini,  P rof Mohamed  Soliman,  Madam  Elizabeth  Nsimadala,  Madam  Janet  Ngombalu,  Mrs  Beatrice  
Nakacwa-Egulu,  Mr Christophe L arose, M r Anthony B oateng, a nd D r Aggrey A gumya, w ho i s F ARA's E xecutive 

Director a nd S ecretary to the Board.

In h er a cceptance a ddress, M s. B ongiwe N jobe, t he B oard C hairperson, a pplauded t he G overnment o f G hana and h er 
predecessors for their c ontinuous s upport a nd a ssured that i n the n ext three years, s he will d eliver o n the s trategic vision
 and work together to enhance the overall effectiveness of FARA.

She further added that her leadership will focus on the critical and much-needed relationship for enhancing 
participation  in  the  ecosystem  by  the  private  sector  through  drawing  insights  from  FARA's  relationship  with  the  
African Development B ank, AFRIEXIM B ank, African B usiness C ouncil, etc. that are aimed at b oosting i ntra-Africa trade.

Also r atied b y the G eneral Assembly was the a ppointment o f D r. Aggrey Agumya a s E xecutive D irector. H e s ucceeded 
Dr Yemi Akinbamijo who served as the second E xecutive D irector of F ARA from 2013 – 2023.

The E xecutive D irector, D r. Aggrey Agumya, p resenting F ARA's m edium-term s trategy for 2 023-2026, s aid that the 
institution i s i n a  b usiness a nd l eadership transition p hase a nd i t w ill d raw a n i nstitutional a ssessment c arried o ut i n the 
context of C GIAR which will b e i n l ine with C AADP r esearch and i nnovation strategy.

Overview

FARA’s  9th  General  Assembly  was  attended  by  all  stakeholders  in  agriculture  innovation  systems,  continental  and 
regional  bodies,  SROs,  higher  education  sector,  inter-governmental  organisations,  nancial  and  technical  partners, 
scientists, farmers' organisations and other members of the p rivate sector. The event was graced b y M inister Thoko        

D duza, M inister for Agriculture and Land Reforms, S 

Recounting F ARA's successes i n the p ast years, h e s aid that the entity s till h as i ts m andate and c onvening p ower aligned 
with the C AADP a nd AUC, a mong o thers; h owever, l ow funding has a ffected i ts o perations. H e a lso c ited the 
fragmentation i n innovation system as a challenge b ut said that FARA h as made tremendous p rogress, nonetheless.

outh Africa.  
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CCARDESA
3rd General Assembly

The  event  was  graced  by  the  Thoko  Duduza,  Minister  for  Agriculture  and Land Reforms,  South  Africa.  The 
Minister m entioned that there was n eed to c onduct c ommunity-o riented r esearch that will r esolve r egional farming p rob-
lems a nd i nform policymakers to m ake i nformed d ecisions i n d eveloping r elevant a nd r esponsive p olicies that e nable 
food m ovement and food security within the r egion. 

The n ew s trategy o f C CARDESA i s f ocused o n e xpanding i ts p rojects t o l ivestock ( including c arbon), f orestry,  shery,
a groforestry a nd o ther s ustainable l ivelihoods p rogrammes. H owever, inadequate f unding a nd s tafng m ay a ffect 
these strategy initiatives. CCARDESA has over 240 productive technologies from various National Institutions of 
research  within  the  region;  however,  these  technologies  are  not  reaching  farmers.  Further,  CCARDESA member 
states are n ot p aying the agreed annual fees; hence, the i nstitution is surviving only on donor funding. 

Overview

CCARDESA h eld i ts 3 rd G eneral Assembly w hich w as a ttended b y r epresentatives from m ember c ountries ( Botswana,  
Lesotho,  Malawi,  Madagascar,  Mauritius,  Mozambique,  Namibia,  South  Africa,  Swaziland,  Tanzania,  Zambia and  
Zimbabwe)  (15  countries).  The  representatives  included  scientists,  farmers'  policymakers  and  regulators  which were
 n ominated b y the m 

At  the  General  Election,  Dr  Grace  Kauzu  (Malawi)  was  elected  the  Chairperson  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  other 
nominees were M rs G aotlhogwe ( Botswana) and M r P hillip ( Namibia).

ember countries. 
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in order to strengthen research and development 

institution's and stronger research regionally.
Ÿ The Information and knowledge Management 

The  General  Assembly  discussed  and  agreed  to  the 

following r ecommendations and i nterventions: 

Ÿ To  consider  appointment  of  youth  Ambassadors  in 

the BOARD. This will help connect the youth around the 

region.

Ÿ The  Partnership  strategy  to  be  targeted  at  individual 
organisational, while  country  level  and  regional  
collaborations to b e strengthened with F ARA, C GIAR, I 
FAD, etc. 
Ÿ Board members should be ambassadors 
and champions for R esource m obilisation.
Ÿ Ensure  translation  of  all  the  knowledge  collected  
into local  language  to  facilitate  access  and  use  
by  the region and technology adoption.

Ÿ To i dentify a  c hampion for R esearch a nd 
Development 

function 

      

     

to avail information on relevant Markets for various 

commodities and document information and research 

on the Value Chain.
Ÿ To consider having a committee representative for 

evaluate our research with our members, drawn from 

each to ensure it's respectful to the human rights and 

Farmers to enhance its research outreach and 

extension linkages and direct involvement with 

Farmers. 
Ÿ To consider having a panel for research ethics review, 

ecosystem.

Key Recommendations

Ÿ Member  states  (ministries  &  departments)  to  continue  paying  membership  fee at  country  level  for  sustainability. 

mented in line with the Charter

CCARDESA  should  consider  increasing  the  membership  fee  at  country  level  instead  of  adopting  the  individual 

membership subscription. 
Ÿ Strategic direction 2023-2025 was considered and endorsed.

Ÿ Relevant  documents  were  conditionally  approved  pending  the  adoption  of  recommendations  and  will  be  imple-

.

Main Action Points

CCARDESA
3rd General Assembly
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agroecological practices into the food system - Sara Savastano, IFAD

2. Climate Change Resilience and Agroecology: The Evidence - Lini Wollenberg, Alliance 

 

Goïta, IRPAD, Mali Online

5. Circular eocnomy: Converting agricultural waste into biofertilisers -Samuel Rigu, CEO

of B ioversity and C IAT

3.  The Case of Some Neglected African Crops Associated with Agroecology -Carlo Fadda 

Alliance of B ioversity and C IAT, K enya 

4.  Multistakeholder  Approach:  The  Alliance  for  Agroecology  in  West  Africa, -  Mamadou

 
,    

SAFI O rganics L td,  K enya

6.  Dissemination of Agro-ecological Practices through School Farms Promoted b y Youth i n 

Improving Climate Resilience and Sustainability of Farming and Food Systems: 

Togo, Afantchawo K oudasse, P resident, Youth C ollege R OPPA, C TOP,Togo

Presenters and presentation titles

1.  The Role of Agrobiodiversity in Promoting Climate Resilience: Mainstreaming NUS and 

Exploring the Contribution of Agroecology

Ÿ Climate e mergency a nd o ther c oncerns h as r esulted i n a  p roliferation o f s ustainability frameworks i ntending to g uide 

research and decision m akers. 

Ÿ Agroecology ( AE) a s a  s cience, p ractice a nd s ocial/ p olitical m ovement is a ttracting i ncreasing a ttention, b ut w ith very 

diverse perspectives.   
Ÿ There is evidence in scientic papers that AE (e.g. diversication, organic amendments) can contribute to higher 

yields and strengthen adaptive capacity; but this is at higher costs and benets and may take more time. 
Ÿ AE thinking goes beyond production practices to consider the wider food system.
Ÿ Actions aligned with AE can create opportunities for farmers, local enterprises and other actors (biofertilizer, Kenya); 

neglected crops (e.g. durum wheat, Ethiopia); and youth livelihoods (Togo).

Ÿ Multi-stakeholder  networks  and  alliances  guided  by  AE  offer  opportunities  for  learning, e.g.  West  Africa.  

Main Presentation Highlights

Key Recommendations

practices with evidence of working. I ntegrate these p ractices with other approaches.

3.  Multi-stakeholder  dialogue  and  co-learning  with  an  emphasis  on  outcomes  and  processes  rather  than  

1.  Actors should start with the challenges and opportunities related to the food system in a specic African contexts, 

taking into account interests and inuences at local, national, regional and global levels.

2.  More science needed to measure the multidimensional aspects of AE and food systems, but also prioritise 

labels.  

Non-research actors h ave an i mportant r ole to p lay.

4.  Approaches  and  technologies  to  support  AE  knowledge-intensive  processes  should  make  full  use  of  latest 

technology, b ut with h uman i nterface and support.

5.  Enabling  environment  for  AE  -informed  transitions  need  to  consider  policies,  nance  and  culture  at  all  levels.  
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Leading the way with agricultural innovations across Africa:
The TAAT Example

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

      

Host(s)/Sponsor(s):
Technologies for African Agricultural Transform-
ation (TAAT) programme
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s):
Technologies for African Agricultural Transform-
ation (TAAT) programme
Co-Organiser(s)/Partner(s):
Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa 
(FARA), the leader of the TAAT Capacity 
Development and Technology Outreach 

Overview
The Technologies for African Agricultural Transformation (TAAT) 

programme was formulated as a major continental initiative of the 

African Development Bank (AfDB) and aims at boosting food pro-

duction. It is a key agship programme of the African Development 

Bank's F eed Africa Strategy ( 2016 – 2 025). TAAT Phase I   e nded a nd has  

been succeeded by Phase II. The idea is to increase incomesand  

productivity and re-align the activities of TAAT II to Dakar II. Nutrition is a 

 key component of TAAT II. It has been instrumental in responding to 

emerging issues such as COVID-19 and Fall Army Worm infestation, and 

provides support for interventions meant to cushion ongoing crises e.g 

 the African Emergency Food Production Facility (AEFPF) through its  

various Compacts.  

Compact.

through  initiatives  like  the  African  Emergency  
Fall Armyworm i nfestation. I t h as a lso p rovided s 

demonstrated its ability to respond effectively to 
emerging i ssues, s uch a s t he C OVID-19 p andemic a 

Phase I has been concluded, and Phase II is being 
imple mented  with  a  focus  on  increasing  incomes, 
and productivity and aligning activities to suppor t Dakar 
II.

Importance of nutrition in TAAT Phase II: Nutrition is 

recognized as a crucial component of TAAT Phase II, 
highlighting the programme's commitment to 
addressing food security and improving dietary outcomes

Ÿ TAAT's response to emerging challenges: TAAT has 

signicant c ontinental i nitiative a imed a t b oosting f ood 

production a nd i s a  k ey  agship p rogramme o f the 

African Development B ank's F eed Africa strategy.

Ÿ The  transition  from  TAAT  Phase  I  to  Phase  II: 

These  key  points  highlight  the  signicance  of  TAAT  as  a 
continental  initiative,  its  response  to  emerging  chal-
lenges,  the  importance  of  political  commitment  and 
resource mobilization, collaboration with research 
institutions,  the  role  of  diverse  partnerships,  and  
involvement  of  the  private  sector  in  driving  agricultural 
transformation i n Africa:
Ÿ TAAT  as  a  major  continental  initiative: TAAT  is  a 

TAAT 

 

nd 

upport 

Food 

     

 

    

 

      

Production Facility (AEFPF) of the Bank.
Ÿ Political commitment through Country Food Delivery 

Compacts: The establishment of Food Delivery 

Compacts, chaired by Africa's Heads of States, reects
 the highest level of commitment to supporting agricul-

tural development. Presidential Delivery Councils are 

being set up to coordinate the implementation of these 
Compacts.

Ÿ Mobilization of resources: The Bank has engaged in 

country consultations and mobilized signicant 
funding,  with  USD  2.3  billion  raised  so  far,  to  support 
Country F ood D elivery C ompacts. F urther i nvestments 
of o ver U SD 4 .9 b illion a re p lanned i n c ollaboration with 
partners.

Ÿ Collaboration w ith C GIAR a nd F ARA: The A ction P lan 

launched b y C GIAR a nd F ARA p resents a n o pportunity 

for collaboration among the B ank, TAAT, and p artners to 

develop  a  comprehensive  approach  to  agricultural 

research t hat e nhances r esilience i n f ood s ystems a nd 
promotes food sovereignty.

Ÿ Role of diverse partnerships: TAAT's success is 

attributed to i ts d iverse p artnership, i ncluding the B ank, 

CGIAR Centres, specialized institutions, governments, 

and  the  private  sector.  A  programme  management  
unit  coordinates this p artnership.

Main Presentation Highlights
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Overall,  the  key  recommendations  include prioritizing 

and  strengthening  the  implementation  of  TAAT, 

enhancing  its  capacity  to  respond  to  emerging  chal-

lenges,  coordinating  with  high-level  bodies  for  effective 

implementation,  mobilizing  resources  for  Country  Food 

Delivery Compacts, and fostering collaboration with 
research institutions to support agricultural research and 
innovation.  These  actions  will  contribute  to  advancing 
agricultural transformation, improving food security, and 
enhancing the resilience of African food systems:

         
  

 

1.  Prioritizing  and  strengthening  the  implementation

       
 

 

     

      

     

    

       

    

    

    

Ÿ Importance of p rivate sector i 

     
      

2.  Enhancing  TAAT's  capacity  to  respond  effectively  

of TAAT as a key program to drive agricultural trans-

formation, aligning its activities with continental 

strategies and priorities.

to

       

       

farmers  and  food  systems  during  times  of  disrup-

tion.

3.  Support  the  Bank's  efforts  to  establish  

emerging challenges and crises, ensuring the 

programme  remains  agile  and  adaptable  to  support 

Presidential 

nvolvement: 

      
      
    

 
       

       
    

     

      

Delivery  Councils  and  coordinate  with  these  high-

level  bodies  to  ensure  effective  implementation  of 

Food Delivery Compacts, leveraging TAAT's 

expertise and proven technologies.

4.  Collaborate closely with the Bank and other partners 

 

    
     

      

      

        

       

     

     

         

      

 

        

    

   

      

      

  

       

  

 

       

    

       

    

     

     

        

     

     

        

    

 

      
       

       
     

       

         
      

   

     

        

     

        

    

  

     

      

  
      

      

    

  
         

Conclusion, Lessons Learned, and Way Forward 

The TAAT programme has emerged as a pivotal force in d
riving agricultural transformation in Africa. With its 

instrumental  role  in  country  engagements  and  its 

position  as  a  key  player  in  planning  and  implementing 

Country  Food  Delivery  Compacts,  TAAT  has  proven  its 

effectiveness  in  mobilizing  resources,  fostering  partner-

ships, and incorporating gender considerations. Through 

support  from  the  AfDB  and  the  Bill  and  Melinda  Gates 

Foundation  as  its  main  funding  agencies,  collaboration 

with other development agencies, governments, research 

institutions,  and  the  private  sector,  TAAT  has  created  a 

platform for sustainable agricultural development, 

innovation, and resilience in food systems. Looking

ahead, it is crucial to strengthen 

Private sector's  involvement  is  crucial  for  the 

success  of agricultural transformation programmes, 

as they can provide the necessary services to 

advance 

to  mobilize  resources  for  TAAT  and  ensure  the 

effective implementation of Country Compacts, 

leveraging  TAAT's  proven  technologies  to  achieve 

desired agricultural transformation outcomes.

5.  Strengthen  collaboration  with  CGIAR,  FARA,  and 

other  research  institutions  to  support  
agricultural research a nd i nnovation, a ligning 
efforts t o e nhance food  system  resilience  and  
contribute  to  achieving food sovereignty i n Africa.

value chains and drive innovation.

country

engagements and partnership coordination, ensuring 

the active  involvement  of  diverse  stakeholders.  
Mobilizing resources  and  securing  funding  will  be  
essential  for  the successful  implementation  and  
scaling  of  initiatives. Monitoring, evaluation, learning,

 and impact assessment systems  will  play  a  critical  
role  in  tracking  progress, ensuring accountability, 

and facilitating continuous 

learning and improvement. Furthermore, continued

engagement with high-level bodies  for  political 

support  will  provide  the  necessary momentum to

advance agricultural transformation agendas. 

Gender  and  inclusive  approaches  to  addressing 

gender, youth, and marginalized groups gas within 

food systems need  to  be  reinforced  beyond  gender  
equality,encompassing th empowerment of some 

and addressing the specic needs and challenges 
of the youth and other marginalized communities.

Finally,  involving  the  private  sector  as  a  key  partner  
will loc innovatio an services required to advance value
 chains and maximize the program's impact.

Main Presentation Highlights

Key Recommendations
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engaging  with  governments  and  relevant  stake-

holders  to  effectively  plan  and  implement  country 

compacts.

2)  Enhance partnership coordination

     
  

                 

      
     

 

The  following resulting points  emphasize  the impor t 

-ance of continued engagement, par tnership 

coordination, reso u rce m o b i l i za t i o n , g e n d e r 
mainstreaming, inclusive approaches, research collabo-
ration, monitoring and evaluation, political advocacy, and 

private sector involvement to drive the successful 

implementation of country compacts and achieve 

agricultural transformation goals:

1)  Strengthen country engagements: Continue actively 

: Foster collabora-

     

support  the  implementation  of  country  compacts, 

leverag i ng par tners h i ps with the Afr i can 

Development B ank and other stakeholders.

4)  Strengthen  gender  and  inclusive  approaches:  

tion  with  diverse  partners,  including  governments, 

specialized  institutions,  and  the  private  sector,  to 

leverage their expertise and resources for successful 
implementation.

3)  Mobilize resources: Secure funding and resources to 

Go 

Main Action P

robust monitoring, evaluation, learning, and impact 

assessment systems to track progress, ensure 

accountability, and drive continuous 

    
     

   
      

beyond g ender e quality b y p rioritizing t he e mpower-

ment  of  women  and  addressing  the  unique  needs 

and c hallenges o f youth a nd m arginalized c ommuni-

ties within food systems.

5)  Foster research collaboration: Collaborate with 

research institutions such as the CGIAR, FARA, and 

other Specialized research and development 

par tners to suppor t agricultural research and 

innovation, promoting resilience in food systems.

6) Strengthen monitoring and evaluation: Invest in 

improvement.

oints
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Promoting gender and youth - responsive food 
systems in the region

Host(s)/Sponsor(s): 
CCARDESA
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s): 
CCARDESA
Co-Organiser(s)/Partner(s): 
CORAF, ANARECA, FARA, AF

Overview
The was a ttended b y p articipants from various s takeholder g roups 

including farmers, gender specialists, knowledge  management 

experts, Scientists,  and innovators. The  discussions and  
presentations focused on the Promotion of Gender and Youth-

responsive food systems i n the r 

During the d iscussions, i t was e vident that there a re s till a few women-

youth r epresentation within the agric s ector a nd i ts value c hains. 

Issues l imiting women from e ngaging i n a griculture i nclude c ultural a nd

 social r oles, l ack o f t ransport t o m arkets, l ack o f a ccess t o i nputs, 

unpaid  care  and  domestic  work,  religious  restrictions,  and access  
to weather i nformation; t he y outh a re a ffected b y l ack o f a ccess to 

land, affordable credit facilities and climate-smart technologies. 

egion. 

AAS

  

       

     

 

       

        

       

       

     

      

      

   

         

 

The discussions and presentations focused on Promotion 

of  Gender  and  Youth-responsive  Food  systems  in  the 

region. It was evident from  the  discussions  that  there  is 

still little women-youth representation within the agric 
sector and its value chains.

 

      

      

Various Gender-Youth specialists, s uch as D r Nawa Shale 

 Mwale,  Dr  Theresa  Gondwe  and  Dr  Sophia  Huyer  made 

 the following submissions:
Ÿ Not integrating Gender into Climate-smart Agricultural

       

 
         

   

      

business will only bring economic interference in the 

sector. 

Ÿ Women-youth  leadership  balance  is  crucial  for 

 

         

addressing  gender  inequality  and better agricultural 
and development outcomes.

Ÿ Agricultural  institutions,  such  as  CCARDESA, FARA

and others should be more responsive to gender roles 

through the implementation and dissemination of 

gender equality policies.

Ÿ Integration  of  gender  roles  in  the  job  design  and 

based d ata w hich w ill facilitate b etter d ecision m aking 
on gender r 

research  on  women-youth  to  generate  evidence-

oles. 

    
  

  
       

 
   

       
       

Participants also highlighted that, to improve participation 
of women-youth, there is the need for: 
Ÿ engagement at all levels, 

Ÿ budget  allocation  to  women-youth  should  be  moni-

      

     

tored and reported and

Ÿ women-youth leadership should be strengthened. 

This  will help strengthen gender-smart agriculture  and  
build resilience among women-youth to participate fully 

in the agriculture sector.

Women  and  youth  from  CCARDESA  member states 

presented their i nvolvement, a ctivities a nd s uccess 

stories i n a griculture. T hey a lso d iscussed the c hallenges 

they faced. These included Ms Marcia Sento 

(Botswana), Mr Orapeleng (Botswana), Ms Felista

 Joseph Mpore (Tanzania),  Mr  Michael  Malunga  
(Namibia),  Ms  Lilian Mangano ( Malawi), M r S ydney 

Simelane ( Swaziland) a nd Ms M arelebohile Thakane 

Ramokone ( Lesotho).

Main Presentation Highlights
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 The  following   focus/thematic  areas  were  recommended  for  improvement  of  the  CCARDESA  gender mainstreaming 

action p lan:
a.  The gender-mainstreaming action p lan should b enet the h igher gender p opulation.

b.  There should b e separation of  gender around women, m en, b oys and girls i n agriculture 

c.  Gender and climate -resilience empowerment framework should b e developed.

d.  The should be promotion of gender -smart agriculture.
e.  Mind-set c hange a nd g ender i mbalance s hould b e a ddressed a t community l evel; for example, e nrolment o f girls 

at agriculture tertiary institutions. 

f.  The need to promote r esearch and gender m obilisation.

g.  Review and strengthen m onitoring and evaluation of the i mpact of gender r oles i n agriculture. 

h.  The need to develop women-youth training p rogrammes on fertiliser application and p esticides

Key Recommendations

Ÿ The draft gender-mainstreaming action p lan was p resented and validated with r ecommendations.

Main Action Points
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TAAT CDTO

 

 

 

       

 

Host(s)/Sponsor(s):
FARA
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s):
AfDB

Overview
Technology tool k it

It is about developing the value chain from a h olistic approach. 

In t he given c ase s tudy, the kit s upports s eed p roduction b y g iving 

training o n rapid m ultiplication t echniques w ith n ew v arieties, t hereby 

making s eeds available to farmers, and supports p rocessing actors so 

that they u se more h arvested t ubers a nd t rain b read bakers t o u se 

cassava  our, hence creating a m arket for processors.

Co-Organiser(s)/Partner(s):

      
  

Ÿ Key products should b e r 

Ÿ The  focus   should be on key  products  that  can  reach 

all  type  of audience (farmers, youth, women, etc)

epackaged and disseminated.

 Ÿ Fundng r esearch a nd e xtension w ill p ositively i mpact 

    

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 

farmers.  

Ÿ The F orum f or A gricultural R esearch i n A frica ( FARA) 

Main Presentation Highlights
The  case  study was about  supporting  seed  production  by

       

   

      

        

 

       

       

     

   

       

    

   
 

       

      

  
  

 
 

 
  

should target sustainable transformation of
farmers by establishing agreement alliances.

Ÿ New innovation platforms should be established, while 

existing ones should be strengthened.

giving training  on  rapid  multiplication  techniques  with 

 new varieties, thus, making  seeds  available for  farmers 

 and supporting processors so that they use more 

harvested  tubers  and  train  bread  bakers  to  use  cassava 

flour. This helps create market for processors.

Climate  smart  varieties  helps  farmers  to  increaseyields.

These  technologies  and  innovations  are  spread  in  26 

 countries in Africa with considerable results. In  Nigeria,  a
farmer had an increase in yield of up  to  56% with a new 

variety.
Linking research to extension allows research ndings to 

The Acrononym  PERFECT is  a  typical  description  of  the  st 

rategy  used  to gather different categories of actors around 

the table. It is self-determined, and stands for: 

P -Policy
E - Extensionists
R - Researchers
F - Farmers
E - Educators

C - Communities

T - Technology

get to the farmer. 

   

Key Recommendations

   
      

Ÿ TAAT is demand-driven, any country can request (through a proposal) to get involved.

Main Action Points

Ÿ Policy, capacity building and youth are the next TAAT enablers.

Ÿ Make sure the results obtained are embedded in country programmes to be scaled up.
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Michael Sudarkasa, 
CEO, African Fertilizer and 
Agribusiness Partnership 
(AFAP)
Session Moderator

Dr. Irene Annor-Frempong, 
Lead, AU-EU International 
Research Consortium; 
Directorate of Research and 
Innovation at Forum for 
Agricultural Research in Africa 
(FARA)
Presenter

Ÿ Dr.  John  Recha,  Scientist,  Climate-Smart  Agriculture  and 

Technology Foundation (AATF) 
Ÿ Saulo Guerra, Director of Tech Transfers, São Paulo 

Policy, I nternational L ivestock R esearch I nstitute 

Ÿ Jehiel Oliver, F ounder and C EO, H ello Tractor

Ÿ Dr. C anisius K anangire, E xecutive D irector, A frican A gricultural 

State 

       

Overview

This s ession explored the c ritical r ole o f s cience, i nnovation and 

enhanced p roductivity i n d riving s ustainable a gricultural d evel-

University- Brazil (AUIN-UNESP Innovation Agency)

opment across Africa.

Empowering Africa’s Agricultural Transformation:
Unleashing the P

Presenters/panelists

otential of Science, Innovation, and Productivity

Main Presentation Highlights

Setting the scene- Dr. Irene Annor-Frempong

The presenter underscored the following key issues: -

-  The  need  for  platforms  where  the  use  of  science  in  leveraging  private  sector  needs  is  addressed. 

Knowledge a nd e xpertise s hould b e b rought together o n this p latform for e ase o f a ccess b y p rivate and p ublic 

sectors u sers

-  The n eed to create vibrant markets and trades which will b e p ushed/spearheaded b y private sector actors. 

-   Enhancing a ccess t o  nance a nd m arkets, w hich a re c ritical i n d riving p roductivity a nd sustainable a gricultural

 d evelopment. The p rivate s ector should e ngage w ith r esearch a nd other actors to achieve scale i n the agriculture 

and agro-i ndustry sector.
-  Ensuring there are right policies as well as regulatory frameworks to facilitate the translation of science 

outputs i nto v iable a gribusinesses a nd e nable b usinesses t o t hrive. T his w ould s upport t he p rivate s ectors' f ocus,

 which i s, the m onetization of outputs.

Key Points from the D iscussions

-  The n eed to h ave smallh older access m echanization, which i s h uge and can b e b est l ed b y the p rivate sector. 

-  Having a  c omplete c ontinuum f rom i deation to o utcome i n the i nnovation s pectrum. T his s eems l acking; hence, 

the n eed to i dentify the gaps i nhibiting this continuum and b ridge them for enhanced success.

             
            

                

                 

 

-  The  need  to  have  a  compendium  of  market-ready  technologies,  as  a  strategy   within  the  TAAT programme 

-  Role  of  partnerships  for  development   is  underscored,  where   linkage  of  climate-smart  agriculture  actors  to 

            

markets and high-quality inputs, plus accessible service providers, has led to success in scaling out and scaling up 

of production. This has led to farmers accessing local as well as regional markets. Such partnerships need to be 

nurtured to ensure that ultimate gains are achieved.

   

-  The need for co-development of agri-based solutions with farmers that are demand-driven. This leads to sustained 

improvement in productive and adoption of innovations.
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-  The n eed to e nhance a ccess o f b iotechnology s olutions that h ave b een d eveloped a nd h ave s ignicantly i mproved 

          

 
             

together to ensure u ptake of technologies to enhance p 

production.  This  requires  signicant  commitment  to  commercialization and  calls  for  increased  partnership 

with the private sector.

-   There has been a huge challenge in uptake of technologies to drive market expansion. All actors should work

roductivity. 

 
1.  A  p latform should be established to c onnect s cience a nd the p rivate s ector t o e nable e xchange o f k nowledge a nd
 expertise as well as facilitate translation of science to agribusiness. 

2.  The need to  to  develop  and  patent  varieties  of  crops  to  ensure  the  continuum  of  science-based  solutions and

production of competitive technologies.

3. A p roposal to facilitate co-development of agri-based solutions with farmers that are demand-driven.

 

Key Recommendations
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Michael Sudarkasa, 
CEO, African Fertilizer and 
Agribusiness Partnership 
(AFAP)
Session Moderator

Komla Prosper Bissi, 
Senior Advisor to the 
Secretary-General of AfCFTA 
Presenter

Ÿ Munoko Karen Musikoyo, Agribusiness and Gender Specialist, 

Forum for Agriculture Research in Africa (FARA) 
Ÿ  Litha Kutta, Enterprise and Supplier Development Executive 
Ÿ Justy Range, Business Development, Freshmark Systems, 

Shoprite 
Ÿ Nana Aisha-Mohammad, West Africa Implementation Lead and 

Ghana Country Manager, AFAP

Overview

This s ession d elved i nto t he c ritical e lements o f a gribusiness v alue 

chains  and  explored  strategies  to  enhance  aggregation,  increased

  nance, supply c hain d evelopment, a nd intra- African trade i n the 

agriculture and food sectors.

Transforming Agribusiness: Accelerating Aggregation, Finance, 
Supply Chain Development, and Trade for Sustainable Agricultural 

Presenters/panelists

Growth 

Main Presentation Highlights

Setting the scene- Mr. Komla Bissi

 

Some Bottlenecks in Intra Africa Trade 

-  Inadequate access to technology and science to, for i nstance, store p roduce to m eet export standards.

-  Presence  of  a  huge  productive  capacity  and  productivity,  but  a lack  technology  and  innovation  to  exploit  

The AfCFTA established a single market for made-in-Africa goods and services, eliminating tariffs by 90 per cent and 

tackling non-tariff barriers, such as customs delays. This unied market of 1.2 billion people , with a combined GDP of 

$3 trillion is a strong foundation for industrialization. Currently, intra-African exports stand at about 17% of 

total continental exports. Increasing this share could increase value addition, help create jobs and boost incomes.

the 

     

              
existing p artnerships for successful delivery.

-   There i s i nadequate capacity within the continent to tap i nto opportunities p rovided b y the AfCFTA p 

potential. 

- A clear disconnect between discussions and commitment to implement the actions agreed on by continental leaders

- Partnerships seem to be weak to undertake responsibilities assigned; hence there is a need to strengthen 

latform. 

What n eeds to b e done

-  Develop l asting partnerships w ith v arious a ctors, s uch a s nancial i nstitutions a nd S MEs to e nable access to 

regional m arkets.

-  Explore capacity e nhancement o f r esearch s ystems a nd g overnments to s timulate a nd a ccelerate d evelopment o f 

      

               

agro-industrial parks to enhance the readiness of SMEs to tap into the huge market opportunity created by AfCFTA.

-  Categorize  and  make  available  agribusiness  funding  based  on  the  needs  of  value  chain  actors  to enhance trade.
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-  Address the c hallenge o f underutilized a gro-dealers d ue to p robably a d isconnect with the value c hains a nd a dvocate 

for enhanced government coordination r ole. 

-  Explore h ow p rivate a ctors, w ho a re s erial r esearchers, c an t o r feed i nto the p arallel s cientic r esearch. T his i s a  

gap that n eeds to b e addressed to ensure h armonization of activities and consolidation of gains. 

-  Risk e lements that a ffect the intra-A frica trade n eed to b e b rought o ut i nto p erspective a nd r isk m itigation s trategies

 developed to ensure traders h ave safe b uffer zones for trade to thrive.

-   The n eed for AfCFTA to facilitate l inkages to s tructured m arkets. This will h elp p roducers to e nsure a sustainable 

conveyor b elt that assures them to k eep p roducing.

-   AfCFTA s hould explore ways to develop c apacities of p roducers to m eet m arket r equirements, s uch as acquisition of 

relevant c ertications, and acquaintance w ith trade r egulations to a void p roduce r ejection a t the m arket and allow for p

 roduct traceability. 

-  Establishment  of  agribusiness  learning  alliance  which  is  a  key  objective  of  FARA,  to  ensure  there  is  a  systemic 

approach towards p ushing p roduce from I nnovation P latforms ( IPs) to the m arket sustainably.

Ÿ The need for r ecommitment to a greed u pon a ctions o n A fCFTA o ver the y ears to a chieve targeted m ilestones  

Ÿ The n eed to map and p ursue all desired p artnerships to m ake AfCFTA work. 

Ÿ PPID ( Public P rivate I nstitutions D ialogues) should g et m ore c onversations g oing o n, to h elp e nsure that commitments 

to supply the global food systems are actualized through AfCFTA

Ÿ The development of a  research a genda that e ntails top-down c oordination i n the value c hains to a ddress g aps 

e minent in the value chains and which i mpede the success of AfCFTA.

Ÿ Since private  actors  are  serial  researchers and  not  scientic  researchers,  there  is need  to  create  a  link 

that helps t their research i n the mainstream scientic r esearch. 

Key Recommendations
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Ÿ Dr. E mmanuel M wakiwa: S ADC r egional s tatus s tudy r eport o n c onstraints i n t 

Dr. Nalishebo Meebelo
Executive Director (ReNAPRI) 

Session Moderator

he 

implementation of existing p olicies aimed at i ncreasing cross-border trade

Ÿ Dr. Takemore C hagomoka: I mproving c ross-border trade i n a griculture i nputs for 

 
   

  

improved p roductivity: opportunities and challenges.

Improving the Implementation of Existing Trade Policies 
to Suppor

Mr. M artin M uchero (SADC); M r. K enneth M alot (KIPPA); M r K isutu Asadu (Ugandan 
Revenue Authority); M s N asser Achatou (Alnomma Seeds); M r. K omla B iss (AfCFTA);

Presenters and title of presentations

t Cross-Border Trade in Africa

Main Presentation Highlights

Ÿ Agricultural trade i s a k ey enabler of economic growth and p overty eradication i n Africa.

Ÿ There i s very l imited trade among African countries, as compared with the r est of the world.

Ÿ Key  constraints  to  increased  intra-Africa  trade  include  tariff  and  non-tariff  barriers,  such  as  corruption,  lack  of 

infrastructure  (roads,  rails,  and  ports),  cumbersome  customs  procedures,  lack  of  harmonized  trade  laws  and 

regulations, and l anguage b arriers.

Ÿ Trust i s i mportant i n b uilding good trade r elations b etween and among countries. 

Ÿ Ad h oc u nilateral i mposition o f i mport a nd e xport b ans r educes t rust, l eading t o p oor i mplementation o f r egional 

trade agreements that are already i n existence.

Ÿ Some countries join m ultiple r egional economic communities, which complicates alignment with trade p olicies. 

Ÿ A trillion-dollar agribusiness sector can b e u nlocked with i ncreased i ntra-Africa trade.

Ÿ A  lot  of  unrecorded  informal  cross-border  trade  takes  place  in  Africa  and  is  dominated  by  women  and  youth, 

in some i nstances, about 50% of the trade.

Key Recommendations

Ÿ AfCFTA to b e specic on what i s to b e achieved and m ake r ealistic targeted efforts.

Ÿ Build the c apacity o f p roducers a nd traders, i ncluding i nformal traders, to enhance s upply o nce trade b arriers a re 

removed through the ongoing efforts u nder AfCFTA.

Ÿ African countries to improve infrastructure to handle increased intra-Africa trade, e.g., multiple carriage roads at 

ports, r ail and cold storage facilities at b orders.

Ÿ Simplify t rade t hrough h armonization o f s tandards a nd r egulations, d igitalization a nd a doption o f o ne d ocument 

policies.

Ÿ Governments  should  remove  taxes  on  traded  agricultural  products,  since  they  are  essential  for  food  security  and 

livelihoods. 

Ÿ There  is  a  need  for  coordination  of  continental  (FARA,  AU),  regional/sub-regional  organizations(CORAF  SADC, 

ASARECA), a nd n ational g overnments f or u nied e fforts o n a gricultural d evelopment a nd t rade i ssues t o v oid t he 

current 'separate silos' situation.

Ÿ More  action-oriented  interventions  are  needed  to  speed  up  the  implementation  of  policies  and  regional  trade 

Ÿ Deliberate p olicies to ensure smallholder farmers, women, and youth b enet from i ncreased i ntra-Africa trade n 

agreements r eached u nder the AfCFTA.

eed 

to b e i mplemented.

Panelists
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Agricultural Biotechnology: A sustainable Lever for 
African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCTA)

Trade Area (AfCFTA) - Dr. Francis Nang'ayo (AATF)
3. TELA Maize Potential in Mozambique - Dr Pedro Feto (IIAM, Mozambique)
4. Lessons from over 20 years of growing GMOs in South Africa - Dr 

Success  of  African  Continental  Free  Trade  Area  (AfCFTA)  -  Dr.  Canisius 
Kanangire, AATF, E xecutive D irector

2. A gricultural B iotechnology: A  s ustainable lever f or A frican C ontinental F ree 

Kingstone 

Mashingaidze (ARC, South Africa)
5.Policy Readiness for Agricultural biotechnology in Africa - Dr Tshilidzi 

Madzivhandila (FANRPAN)

Host(s)/Sponsor(s): 
AATF
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s): 
AATF
Co-Organiser(s)/Par

Presentation titles and their presenters

1. S caling  for  Impact  (AATF  Strategy  2023-2027):  AATF's  Contribution  to  the 

tner(s): 

Ÿ Challenges in Africa driving AATF interventions include food insecurity, high rates of poverty, low yields, 

Ÿ The p resentation was o n t he A ATF s trategy 2 023-2027 t hat seeks to transform farmers' l ivelihoods i 

1. S caling f or I mpact ( AATF S trategy 2 023-2027): A ATF's C ontribution t o t he S uccess o f 

African C ontinental F ree Trade Area ( 

Main Presentation Highlights

AfCFTA)

n

 Africa through the scaling of agricultural technologies.

limited 

access to technologies and know-how, and slow adoption of technologies, among others.

Ÿ Africa's a griculture i s r apidly t ransforming w ith i mproved t echnologies d riving y ield i mprovements b y u p t o 5 0 % ;  

Ÿ Improved agricultural productivity would reduce Africa's food import bill in addition to incentivizing 

and millions of farmers are accessing seed-based technologies.

sustainable 

Ÿ AATF supports the AfCFTA by promoting industrial development through diversication and regional value 

production i n the continent.

chain 

development, agricultural development and food and nutrition security.

Ÿ Approaches  to  genetic  modication  regulation  are  categoreised  into  three:  1)  

2. Agricultural Biotechnology: A sustainable Lever for African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)

Permissive-where 

approvals  are  made  on  case-by-case  basis, using  risk  assessment  considerations,  2)  Precautionary-  
where approvals a re b ased o n p recautionary c onsiderations, 3 ) P rohibitive-where G M technology i s p erceived a s 
risky; hence countries i mpose b ans, m oratoria &  other r estrictive p ractices.

Ÿ During  the  last  30  years,  African  countries  have  made  various  endeavours  to  develop  National  Biosafety 

Frameworks ( NBFs)

economy to r each $29 trillion m ark b y 2050.

Ÿ Any b arrier to i nternational trade - i ncluding tariffs and n on-tariff b arriers–limit the functions of the free m 

Ÿ The  AfCFTA  was  established  to  promote  intra-Africa  trade  to  progressively  eliminate  tariffs  and  propel  African 

arket.

3. TELA M aize P otential i n M ozambique

Ÿ Drought and i nsect p ests are m ajor challenges facing m aize p roduction i n Africa.

Ÿ More than a third o f African p opulation depend on m aize as m ajor food s ource, with c onsumption h ighest i n S outhern 

Africa, e.g. L esotho with 1 20kg/yr/person 
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Ÿ Frequent droughts lead to reduced production, loss of investments, and food insecurity. In addition, stem borers 

and F all Army Worm ( FAW) affect m aize p roduction i n Africa.

Ÿ TELA  Maize  Project,  a  public-private  partnership,  is  working  towards  initiating  commercialization  of 

 

transgenic  drought-tolerant  and  insect-protected  (TELA®)  maize  varieties  to  enhance  food  security  in  Ethiopia, 

Kenya, M ozambique, N igeria, Tanzania, U ganda, and S outh Africa.

Ÿ Delays i n thebiosafety r egulation p rocesses i s a ffecting s teady p rogress o f T ELA Project i n M ozambique a nd, i n turn, 

denying farmers the p otentials of the technology.

4. L essons from over 20 years of growing GMOs i n South Africa

Ÿ South A frica h as c ommercialized t ransgenic m aize s ince 2 002. I n t otal, S outh A frica h as c ommercialized t hree G M 

crops (m aize, c otton a nd s oyb ean), g iving S outh A frica 2 0 y ears' e xperience i n d evelopment, d eployment 

and adoption of G M crops i n the continent. 

Ÿ Economic gains from b iotechnology crops are estimated at U S$245 m illion p er annum.

5. P olicy R eadiness for Agricultural b iotechnology i n Africa

Ÿ There  is  need  to  mobilize  research,  policy  and  practices  around  biotechnology.  In  addition,  there  is  need  for 

a continental framework on agricultural b iotechnology.

Ÿ Areas  for  policy  opportunities  to  harness  agricultural  biotechnology  in  Africa  include  the  need  to  focus  on  policy 

research and analysis.

Ÿ Biotechnology can deliver for the AfCTA.

production challenges - B iotechnology can deliver for the AfCTA.

2.  There i s n eed to b uild the c apacity o f n ational a nd r egional i nstitutions to a ddress a gricultural b iotechnology p olicy -

1.  African  countries  would  benet  from  GM  technologies  as  a  tool  to  improving  crop  yields,  food  safety,  and  reducing 

 
3.  There i s n eed for a continental framework on agricultural b iotechnology.

4.  Africa n eeds to i ncrease debate and dialogue on coordinated r egional agricultural p olicy on b iotechnology 

5.  Targeted p artnerships are n eeded to drive agricultural biotechnology i n Africa.

Key Recommendations
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Improving Climate Resilience and Sustainability of Farming and Food Systems: 

Presenters /panelists presentation areas
1. Oluwole F atunbi, F ARA, on strengthening agripreneurs.

2. H eike B aumüller, ZEF, on employment opportunities i n the agro-processing sector

Exploring the Contribution of Agroecology

Ÿ Africa's y outh p opulation i s c urrently a t 6 3% a nd i t i s l east p repared f or i ts y outh e xplosion. D ue t o l ow j ob 

availability  in  the  continent,  the  youth  turn  to  migrate  to  other  continents or  engage  in  menial  jobs,  which 

sometimes l ead to frustration and crime.

Ÿ Increased availability of t echnologies d oes n ot r equire m uch h uman l abour; h ence majority o f t he y outh t ry 

to find space in the sector rather than interest in agricultural activities, which are considere too laborious.

Ÿ The youth a re l argely uni nterested i n a griculture, l eading to acute shortage o f farm labour, w hich then r esults i n 

production shortage and food security p roblems.

Ÿ The  few  youths  engaged  in  agriculture  largely  prefer  ICT,  processing  and  marketing to other areas. 

They also consider protable farming as being capital and labour-i ntensive.

Ÿ The  barriers  to  entry  into  farming  and  agribusiness  for  youth  spans  from unstructured  business  environment, 

to high-risk  nature of  farming  and the value chain, poor policy, especially for producers, unstructured 

markets, and poor i nfrastructure ( irrigation facilities, storage, warehousing, r oad n etwork etc).

Ÿ A  survey  of  registered  food  processing  rms  in  Ethiopia,  Ghana  and  Tunisia  shows  that  13-29%  engage  in 

manufacturing jobs.

Ÿ Agroprocessing  is  labour- intensive,  with  high  employment  elasticity,  higher  than  most  other  economic 

sectors and has h igh share of female workers.

Main Presentation Highlights

Key Recommendations

Ÿ Upgrade i nfrastructure to create jobs i n r ural areas. 

Ÿ Invest i n building technical and soft skills.

Ÿ Provide l ifelong l earning opportunities to adapt to evolving technologies.

Ÿ Bring m ore women i nto the technical p rofessions.

Ÿ Improve the quality of jobs to i ncrease attractiveness of the sector to the youth.

Ÿ Look b eyond the agro-processing sector to capitalize on spill-over effects, e.g. i n p roduction, l ogistics, r etail.

 Host(s)/Sponsors
ZEF/FARA- PARI
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Mainstreaming Forgotten Food into Africa Food System: 

Dr. Carlos F adda (Alliance of B ioversity and C IAT)

D r. Wole F atunbi ( FARA)

D r. Sukati M phumuzi (FAO)

E valyn Okoth

Carolyne Alango - 

D ominic U chi

Presenters

What are the Next Big Things?

Ÿ When w e t hink o f f orgotten f oods, w e s hould consider f orgotten k nowledge a nd f orgotten p eople 

because these three terms are connecte.

Ÿ To m ainstream forgotten foods, we also need to consider the m aterial b enets of these foods,

s uch a s n utrition, biodiversity and r esilience.

Ÿ Mainstreaming  may  not  be  an appropriate term for a forgotten  people. Hence, There are four (4) 

dimensions t o c onsider i n f orgotten f oods: t he m aterial, economic (a gronomic),  empowerment, and 

transformation o f r esearch a nd i nnovation s ystems.

a cost of $6 billion; soil erosion ($68 billion) lost in reduced crop yields, increased fertilizer use, and 

loss of agricultural land; water scarcity and inadequate management could cost around 5% of GDP by  

2025. Moreover, desertication and land degradation result in $9 billion in losses, according to 

the African Union. Loss of biodiversity amounts to several billions of dollars. The effects of 

c l imate change May cost 1-3% of GDP by 2030 . 

Ÿ 

Ÿ We need new technologies, innovations, and very importantly, new processes. We  have  not  spent   

 enough  time   on  these new  processes  that  we   dened  as  core  innovation and research. It is thus 
important to look at mainstreaming forgotten foods as an opportunity for moving faster 
towards core innovation and research. 

Ÿ More than $100 billion is lost yearly across Africa through deforestation: Some 3.4 million hectares lost at

Food security and food dependence in Africa shows that Africa imports: $44billion; mainly wheat, maize, 

Host(s)/Sponsor(s): 
Biodiversity-CIA

rice, vegetable oils, m eat, sugar.

Ÿ The l evel o f f ood i nsecurity a lso h as i t t hat 2 46m p eople ( 20%) u ndernourished ( FAO); 8 7m f ace a cute 

food i nsecurity ( WFP) 

Main Presentation Highlights

T

Dr. Alessandro Meschinelli 
Session Moderator

Panelists
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Key Recommendations

Ÿ Global  Nutrition  Report  showed  that  35.2%  of  children  are  stunted and  75%  of  food-insecure  people  

are exposed to adverse weather conditions.

Ÿ Factors c ontributing t o f ood i nsecurity i n A frica i nclude poverty, climate c hange, limited productivity, 

conict, political instability, population g rowth, u rbanization, limited m arket a ccess, trade b arriers, 

gender inequality, and inadequate agricultural development p olicies.

Ÿ Traditional  African  crops  have  the  potential  to  improve  food  and  nutrition  security;  increase  climate-

change  resilience;  improve  livelihoods;  cover  all  needs  of  a  balanced  diet;  and  provide  year-round 

sustenance.

Ÿ The c onstraints to the forgotten c rops' a genda a re: l imited i nvestment i n forgotten c rops, from farm 

to f ork, w hich i ncludes p ost-harvest p rocessing, c onsumption, lack o f c onsumer e ducation, a nd lack 

of i nterest from the p rivate sector. 

Ÿ The f orgotten f oods h ave i mmense c ultural a nd c onsumer s ignicance a nd p rovide n utritious a nd h ealthy 
food options and are resilient to the vagaries of climate change and other adversities.

Ÿ Forgotten foods are  known to be well adapted to the landscape  and  natural  resource  domain.

Ÿ There i s a  n eed f or n ew s cience, a n ew w ay o f b uilding k nowledge t o m ainstream f orgotten 

food i nto the current food system.

Ÿ The  enthusiasm  is  high  and  private  sector  enclaves  are  keenly  interested,  the  women  group  are  also

 keen about this. What we n eed i s a trigger.

Ÿ FARA n eeds r esources to p ush the agender of forgotten foods.

Ÿ Those w ho h ave t he k nowledge on f orgotten c rops a re t he f armer; s o w e n eed t o r eally p articipate,
 isten a nd l earn from that k nowledge to b e a ble to a dvance i n the forgotten food e lements; h ence, w e 

need p articipatory action to drive the forgotten foods agenda.

Ÿ FAO,  being  a  technical  organization, should  engage in  partnerships  to  promote advocacy for the 
 forgotten  food  crops.  FARA  has  been  chosen  as  one  of FAO's  partners  in  research  and  advocacy; 

hence, the two should develop p latforms for p romoting traditional foods, especially forgotten foods.
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2.  FNSSA P artnership [ Beate K night, Assoc. of C ommonwealth U niv. ( ACU), U K.]

3.  FNSSA  project  database  and  KM  tools  [Petronella  Chaminuka  ARC  -SA/

Loannis Dimitriou, S wedish U niversity of Agric. S ci.]

4.  The  IRC  in  advancing  the  AU-EU  research  partnership  [Irene  Annor-

Frempong, FARA]

Presenters and presentation titles
1.  Key  hindrances  likely  to  affect  the  achievement  of  the  SDGs  

caused  by fragmentation of actions i n STI [ Imme G erke I DRG, G 

1.  Magdalena G ajdzinska, E C-RTD 

2.  Antonella Zona, E C-DG Agri

3.  Genna Tesdall, YPARD

4.  Michael Sudarkasa, AFAP

5.  Russell C urtis, I nvest D urban

ermany]

Advancing the AU-EU Research and Innovation 
Partnership in the Context of the International 
Research Consortium (IRC)

The  objective  of  the  side  event  was to continue  the  dialogue  that  started  during  the  LEAP4FNSSA  project  on 

consolidating the m embership o f the I RC a s well a s b uilding the s ustainability o f I RC towards p laying i ts e xpected role 

as the m ain AU-EU platform o f F NSSA p artnerships for b uilding s tronger food s ystems, s ustainable g rowth a nd jobs.

The key discussion p oints were on the following:

1.  The m ain p roblem o f fragmentation to b e a ddressed b y the I RC w as c laried through a n e xample o f c rop p rotection 

and r egulatory system. For  example,  it  was  noted  that  most  of  Africa's  yield  is  lost  after  harvest  because  it  is  not
  processed.  In  addition,  if Africa  would  export  processed  foods  instead  of  non-renewable  resources,  it  would 
 create  jobs  and  protect  the resources of the continent. There is thus the need to identify at the event who will p ick
 this up.

Tools that c ompanies, s cientists a nd r egulatory a uthorities n eed to incorporate i n c rop p rotection a nd authorization 

of  biological  and  chemical  pesticides  are  available  for  free:  https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/pesticides

-biocides/.  F ARA s hould p rovide / s erve a s the Africa l ink s pecically for g enerating g lobal d ata p ackages for 

product approval of crop p rotection r egulatory p rocesses, which is currently b eing u ndertaken b y I DRG.

2.  The  impact  assessment  of  the  FNSSA  partnership  indicated issues  around leadership of projects,  gender 

considerations, funding and capacity of p artners.

3.  The A U-EU F NSSA d atabase a nd k nowledge m anagement tools w ere p resented, d iscussed a nd r ecommendations 

were 

provided.

4.  The clarity o f F NSSA p artnership e lements, I RC m embership, functions, g overnance, funding a nd s ustainability 

were also disucssed. 

presented.

Main Presentation Highlights

Host(s)/Sponsor(s): 
FARA, AU-EU HLPD Working 
Group on FNSSA
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s): 
FARA, AU-EU HLPD Working 
Group on FNSSA
Co-Organiser(s)/Partner(s): 
FARA, CAADPXP4, European 
Commission, Africa Union 
Commission (ESTI & DARBE), 
DST-SA, UH-Finland, ACU-UK, 
SLU- Sweden, CIRAD-France, 
WUR-The Netherlands, ARC-SA, 
NRF-SA

Panelists

https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/pesticides-biocides/
https://www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/pesticides-biocides/
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Stakeholder and E C S upport for the I RC: The game-changing p rospect of NSSA I RC for the AU-EU r esearch and 

 

Strengthening the F NSSA p artnership a nd the I RC: To s trengthen the F NSSA p artnership a nd the I RC a s a  network of 

networks,  new  networks  should  be  introduced  in  the  partnership  based  on  identied  funders,  projects  and food 

system n eeds. I RC membership s hould b e i mproved b y i nvolving m ore p rivate s ector a nd b usiness a ctors, as well 

as the  marginalized groups (such as youth and women). Also, the  gender aspects of the I RC should b e p romoted b y 

facilitating m ulti-level gender expertise i n r esearch p 

innovation p artnership w as r eafrmed, while s upport f or i ts o perationalization w as c onrmed b y t he E C t hrough its 

strategic p olicies and p rogrammes.

rojects.

Key action tools f or t he I RC: T he F NSSA p roject d atabase a nd k nowledge m anagement s ystem p resent a  g reat 

opportunity for achieving the main objective of the IRC. There are opportunities to merge/rationalise this with other 

databases, e.g. C G database of African i nitiatives.

Funding and sustainability issues for the I RC were also discussed.

Key Recommendations
1.  The o utcomes o f t he s ide e vent should b e s ynthesized f or p resentation at a session a llocated t o I RC a nd 

2.  There is  opportunities  to  bring  business  and  gender  into  the  IRC  membership  and  agenda.  This  should  

related efforts, such as soil h ealth and P ANAP during AU-EU Agriculture M inisterial C onference i n R ome on June 30th . 

start 

immediately.

3.  The  FNSSA  project  database  and  knowledge  management  system  promise  to  be  t for  IRC  purpose.  The 

database  should  be  open  access,  easy  to  use  with  data  and  information  synthesized  /  distilled  to  develop 

targeted m essages for different stakeholder groups. 

4.  In  addition  to  membership  fees,  other  funding  mechanisms  and  additional  models  of  funding  such  as 

crowdfunding  or  venture  capital  should  be  considered.  Attention  should  be  given  to  industrial  clustering  and 

commercial l inkages.

Results of the p anel discussion 
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Ÿ How  Afreximbank's  Export  Development  Advisory  and Trade F acilitation 

 P roducts s upport A griculture a nd A gro-Industrialisation i n A frica: 
Senior M anager, E xport D evelopment Advisory, Afreximbank ( Abah O fon)

Ÿ T he R ole o f S cience i n E nhancing V alue i n A gricultural V alue C hains: D r. Yemi

  
 

Robust,  and  Inclusive  African  Agribusiness  Industry:  Dr  Janet  Edeme,  Head,  
Rural Development  Division  Department  of  Agriculture,  Rural  Development,  Blue  
Economy, and S ustainable E nvironment

Ÿ Optimal Sector Strategies in African Agriculture 

Akinbamijo, Executive Director of FARA
Ÿ Continental Efforts to Mobilise the Private Sector towards a Modern, 

and Agribusiness

 

 

International Trade C entre ( Virtual)
·  Mr, M igan C asimir, V ice P resident, A griculture a nd A gribusiness T 

 Modreation by SM E XDE Advisory, Afreximbank ( Abah O fon) 

Discussants
·  Dr.  Barbara  Oliveira  Ramos,  Chief  Research  and  Strategy for  Export,  UN 

echnical 

Optimal Sector Strategies in African Agriculture 

Committee, African B usiness C ouncil ( Physical)
·  Mr. D ejene Tezera, D irector, D epartment of Agribusiness, U NIDO ( Physical)
·  Ms E sther M akamure, Manager, C lient R elations, Southern Africa, Afreximbank 

Closing R emarks was b y Dr. Hippolyte Fofack, C hief E conomist, Afreximbank

Presenters and presentation titles

and Agribusiness

Host(s)/Sponsor(s): 
Afreximbank 
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s): 
Afreximbank 
Co-Organiser(s)/Par

The side event was organised to showcase how best to deliver effective sector strategies in the agriculture value chain.

 It discussed how to develop and implement effective strategies for strengthening the sector’s value chains and service
 maps at national levels. The discussions also identified the constraints to the sector’s growth and export potential, as 
well as showcased examples of appropriate sector strategies in the design and implementation of agriculture and 
agribusiness interventions. 

Practical examples were drawn from the experiences of regional organisations, policymakers and the private sector to 

articulate the pivotal role of value chain strategies in identifying opportunities for capturing additional sources of 
revenue within the agribusiness sector. The event also showcased Afrexim’s products and services that can help 
enhance the competitive advantage in agribusiness industries and develop strategies to leverage such advantages 
effectively.

Brief of Presentation

tner(s): 

The role of science and technology in enhancing agricultural value chains. 
Continental efforts to mobilise the private sector to a modern, robust, and inclusive African agribusiness industry. 
The importance of sound technical strategies in agriculture and agribusiness strategies, such as producer and 
firms' competitiveness surveys and domestic market research. 

How best to align an agribusiness strategy with the government's framework, for successful implementation. 

Agriculture programme—specific actions that must be taken to address the identified constraints and capitalize 
on the opportunities within the sector. 

Highlights of Presentation
Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ
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How to introduce tangibles measures on agriculture sector growth including policy reforms, infrastructure 
investments, capacity building initiatives and market development programme. 
Establishing accountability frameworks in agriculture and allowing for adaptive management and continuous 
improvement. 
Smallholder farmers represent more than 70% of production systems in Africa; but they lack access to 
technologies, have poor linkage to markets, and are disconnected from the food value chains which rely on 
external markets, imports processed foods and in some cases, raw products. 
The AUC adopted the Food Security Action Plan in November 2022 in partnership with FARA and CGIAR, and 
hosted by AfDB. The action plan highlighted a strong commitment to increase attention to African farmers with 
the needed technology and innovations, and boost production for smallholder farmers. 
The AUC is establishing a Public Private Partnership (PPP) model to improve agreements that will evolve a 
private sector-led transformation of the 
agricultural sector in Africa. 
The AUC will continue to rely on the support of Afreximbank and other partners to promote workable models for 
private sector-development in the agro-industrial sector Africa.
The AUC is keen on engaging small holder farmers, private sector, and development partners especially in the 
implementation the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP) agenda. 
To contribute to the CAADP agenda, the AUC has been cooperating with FARA to find solutions to build resilient 
food systems and ensure coordinated efforts to deploy science, technology and innovations. In this regard, the 
need to support and strengthen Africa-based research institutions and participating organizations such as FARA,
 AFAAS, ASARECA, CORAF, CCARDESA, and NASRO, cannot be overemphasized.
It is important to link science innovation and agribusiness in establishing competitive agriculture value chains 
and enhancing resilience in Africa. 
The AASW is one of FARA’s platforms for strengthening the coordination mechanisms of scientific research and
 technology transfer, to increase access to technological solutions and performance of agribusiness. 

Conclusion

Key Recommendations
Strategies for trade and international competitiveness have to be well-designed. It should be about setting priorities,

 and allocating resources (financial, human and institution) to the priorities. 
Having the right strategy, policy framework, or regulatory and geographical framework for communities, requires 

deep analysis on what exactly are the results that the community is after. 
While supporting countries with technical expertise in the implementation of their strategies, partners should ensure

 that strategies are in line with the national economic development strategies of those countries. 
Processes should be inclusive and consultative with private sector and other associations. 
Making ownership of a strategy should be clearly defined and agreed upon by all stakeholders. The strategy should

 have a clear road map of implementation, including financing mechanism. 

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

The session was concluded by affirmative action that a good strategy should address not only individual challenges 

but must also do this through aggregate institutional frameworks within the countries. These institutions will then 
address individual challenges and experiences. A good strategy should have a combined top down and bottom-up 
approach. It should be needs-driven and market-oriented, with a key element on capacity building. 

Afreximbank is committed to ensuring that appropriate support is provided for smallholder farmers, women and 

youth in Africa, while increasing intra-Africa trade, access to markets and finance. The Bank offers a wide array of 
products and services to strengthen entrepreneurship in Africa, reduce 50-billion dollar import of foods, increase 
productivity, and ensure financial access through the Fund 
for Export Development in Africa (FEDA).

1

2

3

4

5
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Developing the Implementation Modalities for the Soil 

– D r. L iesl Wiese-Rozanov 

– D r. S hamie Zingore

– D r. D avid N ielson

Moderator

Dr. O luwole F atunbi

Presenters

Initiative for Africa and AFSH Action Plan

Ÿ The l ong-term S IA framework i s d esigned to s ystematically i mprove the h ealth a nd p roductivity o f A frica's s oils i n 

line with Agenda 2063, C AADP and M alabo i nitiatives.

Ÿ To  achieve  this,  SIA  prioritized  four   investment  areas:  (1)  Optimise  integrated  soil  health  and  water 

management planning and implementation, (2) Build human, institutional, and social capital for research, 

development, education, extension, and support for sustainable soil management, (3) Optimise data and 

information  for  effective  planning  and  monitoring,  and  (4)  Ensure    an  enabling  policy, as well as legal  
and  regulatory frameworks.

Ÿ The implementation will follow these principles: Landscape approach; Farmer and community-centric approach 

Building on local successes; Leveraging existing institutions and systems; Working through a 10-year 

Action Plan; Subsidiarity; Accountability and transparency; and Diversity.

Ÿ The SIA aims to bring together all key actors to identify and launch a continental framework for Africa, which

will help eliminate unnecessary project duplication and lack of coordination; achieve land use empowerment; 
increase access to policy and science information; build institutional and human capital; develop digital tools,

investment dashboard and scaling.

Ÿ The AUC will have ownership and leadership of SIA. A coordination mechanism may be considered to facilitate 

and support the adoption of recommendations of SIA at every level, to implement the institutional services, 

programmes, policy initiatives, investments, projects, and activities that are needed at each level.

Ÿ A coordination mechanism would encourage the use of materials developed within SIA and Africa Fertilizer and 

Soil H ealth Action P lan, to guide the design and i mplementation of all SIA-r elated activities at every l evel. 

Ÿ A c oordination m echanism m ay c onnect a nd l iaise w ith r elated p artners o n s oil h ealth in Africa and g lobally 

( i.e., G lobal S oil P artnership, A frican S oil P artnership, N ear E ast a nd N orth A frica S oil P artnership, 

Coalition  of  Action  for  Soil  Health,  among  others)  to  ensure effective  coordination  of  efforts  and  utilization of 

existing m echanisms, tools, and systems. 

Ÿ The  preliminary  steps  to  identifying  country  priorities  will  be: (1)  Review  existing  national  plans,  targets, 

 

 

commitments,  policies,  projects,  institutions,  etc.  against SIA  and  AFSH  Action  Plan,  to  identify  which 

outcomes a nd a ctivities a re a lready a ddressed, ( 2) I dentify e xisting p riorities that m ay n ot b e r eected i n the AFSH

 Action P lan Activities, a nd ( 3) I dentify g aps in i mproving the e fciency o f e xisting p lans, targets, etc.

Main Presentation Highlights

 

Host(s)/Sponsor(s):
FARA 
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s):
FARA 
Co-Organiser(s)/Partner(s):
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Ÿ The AUC will h ave overall r esponsibility and l eadership for the AFSH Action P lan. 

Ÿ The A UC a nd A UDA-NEPAD w ill c oordinate s takeholder o rganizations w ithin a nd o utside t he c ontinent t o e 

Key Recommendations

nsure 

effective i mplementation of the AFSH Action P lan.

Ÿ Harnessing multistakeholder partnerships and investments to drive policies, nance, research and development 

(R&D) and markets, and capacity for fertilizer and sustainable soil health management.

Ÿ SIA and AFSH are complementing each other; while AFSH is a 10-year action plan, SIA is a long-term initiative

which will contain the AFSH. 

Ÿ SIA and AFSH-AP are instruments of the AUC; hence, the AUC should secure a host institution for SIA and its 

implementation.

Ÿ The SIA and AFSH-AP are not the first initiatives of the AUC; hence they should draw lesson from previous initiatives

to help them achieve their set goals.

Ÿ AUC should consider an i nstitution with the capacity i n Africa AR4D to h ost and r un the S IA.
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1.  Innovations b y young African entrepreneurs i n value addition

 

Unlocking Business Opportunities 

2.  Support services n eeded b 

- P hayo M anyatsi and Gcini D lamini, R ural G rown F arms, YPARD E swatini 

- D avid F oli Ayivor, Agromyx, F ounder and C EO, G hana

- M arlene José, F ounder and C EO, F oodCare, Angola

y entrepreneurs to grow

Presenters and presentation titles

- M ary N jeri Thiongo, Training O fcer, Triangular P artnership p rogramme, U NHQ]

- B abafemi Oyewole, C EO, P anafrican F armers O rganisation 

- I shmael Sunga, C EO, S ACAU]

- E lizabeth N simadala, President, E AFF]

    Dr. O luwole F atunbi

 

for Young Entrepreneurs

Ÿ Many young farmers a nd a grientrepreneurs a re i nnovators a nd r isk-takers. They a re i ncreasingly i nvolved i n h igh-

become m ore fully i ntegrated with their transforming economies, which i ncreases their p roductivity. 

Ÿ Changes  in  consumption  are  expanding  employment  opportunities  in  improved  seed,  fertiliser  and  

prot  businesses  related  to  marketing,  processing,  packaging,  and  food  services,  in  addition  to  on-farm 

production.  They  are  particularly  responsive  to  new  economic  opportunities  and  trends  and  are  active  in  high 

growth sectors. 

Ÿ Connectivity  –  to  people,  markets,  services,  ideas  and  information  –  creates  opportunities  for  rural  youth  to 

machinery 

Host(s)/Sponsor(s): 
FARA, GFAR & YPARD 
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s): 
FARA, GFAR & YPARD
Co-Organiser(s)/Par

service p rovision, as well as i n p ost-harvest h andling, m arketing and food m anufacturing.

Main Presentation Highlights

tner(s): 

Key Recommendations
1. 

Moderator

2. 

There  is  a  great  urgency  to  roll  out  capacity  development  programmes  to  expand  the  number  of  youths  better 

prepared  to  seize  new  markets  and  develop  new  products.  Youth  entrepreneurs  engaged  in  small  and  medium-

sized e nterprises ( SMEs) a nd c lusters o f a grifood-r elated b usinesses a nd s ervices r equire a ssistance t o a nalyse 

market p otential for their p roducts, and to i dentify and address p riority p olicy and r egulatory i ssues that affect value 

chain  development.  Green  jobs  can  provide  more  sustainable  livelihoods,  provided  that  rural  youth  access  the 

necessary skills, m arket i nformation and available green technologies. 

Investing i n t he e ducation a nd t raining o f y oung r ural p eople i s b ecoming e ver m ore i mportant a s t he c hallenges 

associated w ith a dopting s ustainable c limate-smart p roduction m ethods a nd l inking u p w ith m arketing o pportu-

nities  in  modern  value  chains  are  growing.  Youth  need  to  be  able  to  access  specialised  skills  development 

programmes and trainings, i nformation and technical services, to expand thriving b usinesses. 

Links  to  research  remain  important  to  ensuring  product  development,  technology  and  innovation  adoption  which

 contributes  to  green  and  sustainable  growth  while  meeting  the  expectations  of  consumers.  FARA  could  play  

3. 

a 

critical r ole i n l inking r esearch and youth agribusinesses through i nnovation.
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1.  Impacts  of  the  midstream  of  value  chains  transformation  on  the  food  industry: 

prospects for Africa - Thomas R eardon, P rofessor, M ichigan U niversity, U SA

2. I nvesting i n Value Chains for R ural Transformation: L essons from I FAD P rojects 

- Sara Savastano, D irector of I FAD's R esearch and I mpact Assessment D ivision

3.  I nnovations from operators i n the value chain 

- Jane M aina, M anaging D irector, Vert L td, K enya

- Afong Williams, F ounder and C EO, R eelfruit, N igeria

- D avid F oli Ayivor, F ounder Agromyx, G hana

- F annie Gondwe, P erisha Agro and P ackaging E nterprise, M alawi

Presenters and presentation titles

Ÿ Over the last 50 years, processed food increased in Africa in different stages and the midstream is largely driven 

Boosting Intra-Africa Trade: 
The agricultural midstream in the value chain

by 

many small operators and M SMEs which h ave developed i nnovations.

Ÿ Drivers o f transformation i nclude: ( i) w ays o f l iving: the i ncreased n umber o f w omen w orking o utside their h omes; 

(ii)  Technologies:  There  has  also  been  technology  drivers  for  the  agrifood  transformation,  including  packaging 

technologies ( from b ulk t o s ingle p ackaging); ( iii) C ommercialisation: d iversication o f m arket p laces, p ackaged 

sake i n small shops b ut also i n supermarkets.

Ÿ Presentations  by  successful  African  entrepreneurs  conrm  that  value  addition  and  processing  require 

acquire  equipment,  develop  business  networks  across  the  chain  and  access  adapted  nance.  Linkages  with 

research r 

investment: governments need to create an enabling environment in which investors have condence in the 

business /activity. They also recognize that the AfCFTA offers business opportunities that the local private sector 

should not miss and that more women need to be in the agroprocessing sector.

Ÿ The competitive environment requires that entrepreneurs and value chain actors constantly reskill themselves, 

emain critical.

Host(s)/Sponsor(s): 
IFAD 
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s): 
IFAD
Co-Organiser(s)/Par

Main Presentation Highlights

tner(s): 

Key Recommendations
1. I nnovations h appen at r esearch and operators' l evel, and l inkages n eed to b e strengthen across sectors. 

2.  Innovations  happening  in  the  agricultural  midstream  help  to  increase  efciency,  reduce  waste,  and  improve  the 

quality  and  safety  of  agricultural  products,  which  ultimately  benets  farmers,  consumers  and  the  environment. 

These i nnovations should be identified and disseminated.

3. African r esearch a nd the p rivate s ector c an work together to i dentify, r oll o ut a nd u pscale i nnovations i n the

agricultural m idstream, g iving i ncreased voice to African e ntrepreneurs. 

FARA was c ongratulated for b ringing agribusiness and the p rivate sector to the science debate i n Africa at AASW.
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1. CGIAR Results Dashboard (Iddo Dror)

2. Update on IPSR/IPM in Ukama Ustawi (UU) and across ESA (Iddo Dror)

3. Scaling Fund and Nairobi hub plans (Iddo Dror)

4. 9 June UU event - purpose and highlights (Iddo Dror)

5. Generating Demand and co-creation for IPSR (Iddo Dror)

6. UU Food systems accelerator update (Iddo Dror)

Save the date: 23-27 Oct in Nairobi - UU/CGIAR/GIZ/others scaling week (Iddo Dror)

Catalyzing and Coordinating Innovation and Scaling in 

Presenters presentation areas

Eastern and Southern Africa

The b ig p icture o f r eporting i nnovations w ithin the C GIAR i nitiatives w as s hown a nd h ow the C GIAR p lans to m anage i ts 

portfolio of i nnovations.

This  led  into  demonstrating  how  many  innovations  were  reported  in  Eastern  and  Southern  African  in  2023  by  all 

initiatives, a nd t hose b y U kama U stawi a lone. T he b asics o f w hat i s i n a n i nnovation p role w ere a lso d iscussed. H ow 

each p role i ncludes s upporting i nformation, l ike p artners a nd the S ustainable D evelopment G oals –  a nd p ointing o ut 

t he next step for u se of the p roles.

The goal of i nnovation development i s to l ink demand from farmers, donors and governments to supply from stakeholder 

co-creation, which r equires i nvestments of time and m oney.

 

The p lans for i ncreasing scaling from the U kama U stawi i nitiative i nclude:

Ÿ A S caling F und

Ÿ A Scaling H ub i n N airobi

Ÿ Dialogue b etween all i nitiatives r eporting i nnovations i n E astern and S outhern Africa

Ÿ Supporting the U kama U stawi F ood Systems Accelerator

Ÿ A “ Week of Scaling” event p lanned for October i n N airobi. Participants  showed  interest  in the  planned  Week, 

scheduled for  23-27  October 2023  in  Nairobi.

The  idea  of  cross-training  the  practice  of  scaling  to  other  CGIAR  regional  initiatives  and  TAAT  programme  

was enthusiastically r eceived and encouraged.

Participants  were  excited  about  the  public  CGIAR  dashboards; which  is  a  handy  reference  to  developing  new 

projects  and  marketing  the  value  of  CGIAR.  The need to create a  survey  in  2024  to  improve  the  innovation 

dashboard was suggested.

Main Presentation Highlights

 

 

 

Host(s)/Sponsor(s):
ILRI 
Organiser(s)/Sponsor(s):
ILRI
Co-Organiser(s)/Partner(s):
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Possible i mprovements to i nnovation p roles and r eporting i 

Key Recommendations

nclude:

1.  How m uch m oney was i nvested i n developing the i nnovation

2.  Who the target audience was for the i nnovation.

It was suggested to include lessons learned from Global North research; for instance, the Netherlands now uses 

innovations f rom A frican f arming t o r educe t heir u se o f nitrogen; o r h ow B racharia g rass w ent f rom A frica t o B razil 

and back.

New c hallenges i n i nnovation r eporting i nclude: i dentifying t he s ocial i mpact on t he v ulnerable groups; h ow t he C GIAR

 innovation  can  connect  with  outside  partners;  and  the inclusion of  innovations  from  bilateral  funded  projects.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Host a n e vent to c onnect d ifferent C GIAR i nitiatives i n E astern a nd S outhern Africa to s ynchronize e fforts and 

identify areas r ipe for collaboration across C G Centers and i nitiative p latforms – p lanned for 9 June 2023.

Accelerate  scaling  of  agricultural  technologies in Eastern and  Southern  Africa  by  endowing  a  fund  within  the 

Ukama U stawi i nitiative. 

Create a  S caling H ub i n N airobi to b ring together C GIAR e xperts i n a  s hared workspace with c onferences a nd o ther 

support.

Host a   agship “ Week o f S caling” i n N airobi t he w eek o f 2 3-27 O ctober, o pen t o C GIAR a nd p artners t o build 

capacity in the practice of scaling.
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Prof. Andreas Brandner, 
K4DP
Session Moderator

Panelists 
Harold  Roy-Macauley,  MD  Regions  and  Partnerships,  GCIAR,  Max  Olupot,  Director 

Partnerships  AFAAS  (representing  CAADP-XP4),  Peace  Lydia  Mutuwa,  representing 

AUC D ABRE, B ebel N guepi, YPARD C ameroon, Sharon I benu, U FAAS U ganda, Paul 

Atsu,  YPARD  Ghana,  Bridget  Kakuwa,  CCARDESA,  Michael  Victor,  ILRI,  Boniface 

Akuku, M ulimi Apunzile

Main Presentation Highlights

The k 

CAADP-X4P - CGIAR Knowledge Management Session: 
KM4AgD, Acting on a Collaborative Agenda

ey objectives of the side event were:

Ÿ Launch  the  CAADP  X4P-CGIAR  Knowledge  Management  Partnership  Framework  for  AR4D  in  Africa  and  get  high 

level b uy i n for i ts i mplementation. 

Ÿ Learn from the p rogression of n ational K M action p lan i mplementation. 

Ÿ Identify b est p ractices and l essons l earned i n the design and delivering of r egional l earning alliances 

Ÿ Enhance collaboration and coordination among r esearchers, AEAS workers, and farmers.

Ÿ Support the general p ublicity and documentation of the AASW8 events

It  was  pointed  out  that  the  implementation  of  the  Framework  has  not  been  explicitly  integrated  in  the  FARA-CGIAR 

cooperation a greement; b ut a ll p artners h ave stated that the i mplementation will n ot b e h indered b y nancial limitations,  
and  that  many  activities  will  be  low-cost. Willingness,  active  partnership  and  regular communication were identified 

as critical elements i n K 

The  relevance  of  KM  was  highlighted,  as  well  as  the  systematic  approach  to  collaboration  which  reects  the 

Akosombo i ntegration agenda that guided the K M4AgD C 

The l aunch of the C AADP X4P-CGIAR K nowledge M anagement P artnership F ramework for AR4D i n Africa was done with 

speeches, and commitments from the k ey p artners: C GIAR, C AADP-XP4 and AUC, through their r epresentatives.

ommunity in the previous years.

M, for which structures and communication channels are developed.

The p resentation of different country achievements i n K M, following the K M4AgD C hallenge, showed signicant output 

and impact i n the countries.

Due  to  the  different  backgrounds  of  the  participants  in  the  KM4AgD  Challenge,  the  focus  of  implementation  was 

different. S ince U ganda h ad the largest n umber o f p articipants (r epresenting U FAAS, N ARO a nd YPARD) with very 

active  contribution  of  the  Ministry  and  Makerere  University,  it  approach was considered  most  collaborative,  linked  
and  aligned.  A KM4AgD  knowledge  partnership  was  established, a  national  policy  brief developed,  a  K4D  Centre  
established, extension e vents i mplemented, K M S trategy a t N ARO, among others, in Uganda. T he p articipation o f a 
wider group  of  representatives within  the  agricultural  knowledge  ecosystems  in  educational  programmes,  like  

the  KM4AgD Challgen was therefore strongly recommended.

 Host(s)/Sponsor(s)
CAADP-XP4 Partners (FARA, AFAAS, CCARDESA. CORAF, ASARECA),   CGIAR (ILRI, 
IITA, CIAT, AfricaRise)
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In Ghana, the collaboration of KM4AgD fellows is also extraordinarily strong and the partnership of key institutions is 

starting t o c reate a  w ider a ttention a nd o utreach. P rogrammes a re s tarting a nd a re p repared t hat w ill h ave a  w ide a nd 

comprehensive i mpact, i ncluding the development of a n ational k nowledge h ub for agricultural development.

In C ameroon, t he d rivers o f t he p rocess a re t he e ntrepreneurs o f Y PARD, a nd i t i s r emarkable h ow m uch i mpact y outh 

can  have  on  agricultural  development  as  they  are  the  key  linkage  between  scientic  organisations  or  technology 

providers a nd t he f armers. T hey a re t he h eart o f t he e ntrepreneurial e xtension s ystem, t he k nowledge i ndustry, w hich 

enables  farmers  to  increase  protability  and  impact.  There was thus a  strong  recommendation  to  focus   actively  on  
the strengthening  of  the  private  consulting  and  extension  industry,  which  is  mostly  driven  by  people  considered  to
 be youth. P ublic i nstitutions c ould focus m ore o n c apacitating youth to b e p rofessional k nowledge s ervice p roviders.

The  discussions  about  learning  alliances  strongly  pointed  out  the  need  for  a  collaborative  approach to partnership  
along  common  goals  for  learning,  professionalization  and  knowledge.  The  examples  presented  showed positive  
experiences  of  how  learning  can  directly  change  the  work  and  protability  of  farmers;  the  importance  of digital 

solutions was also highlighted. The knowledge portal of KALRO was a good example of reaching out to users, who 

have limited  technological  equipment,  data,  scientic  background  and  language/knowledge  skills. Inclusion is a 

key challenge  in  learning  alliances,  specically  as  knowledgeable  and  competent  participants  may  need  the  alliances

 less than others.

Key Recommendations

-  Focus on i ntegrated approaches i n the countries through k nowledge p artnerships.

-  Capacitate m ore s takeholders i n the a gricultural k nowledge e cosystem through n ational e ducational p rogrammes 

or national K M4AgD C hallenges.

-  Develop k nowledge h ubs to i ntegrate a ctivities a nd s trengthen d igitalization i n the l earning p rocesses with i nclusive 

technologies ( mobile apps, l ow data consumption, l anguages, etc.)

-  Strengthen the k nowledge i ndustry – s pecically, young e ntrepreneurs working a s c onsultants, trainers, technology 

suppliers – to p erform b etter. P ublic i nstitutions to focus on s trengthening the p rivate s ector than i ncreasing the 

public extension system.
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cross-border trade- Dr. E, Mwakiwa (  ANAPRI)

2.  Improving c ross-border trade i n a griculture i nputs for i mproved p roductivity: o pportunities a nd c hallenges- 

 

Improving the Implementation of Existing Trade Policies 
to Suppor

Dr. T Chagomoko (SeedCo)

Panelists
Mr. M artin M uchero (SADC); M r. K enneth M alot (KIPPA); M r. K isutu Asadu ( Ugandan R evenue Authority); M s. N asser 

Achatou (Alnomma Seeds); M r. K omla B iss ( AfCTA); and D r. N alishebo M eebelo(ReNAPRI)

Presenters and presentation titles 
1.  SADC r egional status study r eport o n constraints i n the i mplementation of e xisting p olicies a imed a t i ncreasing 

t Cross-Border Trade in Africa

Main Presentation Highlights

 

 

SADC regional status on constraints to the implementation of policies aimed at increasing cross-border trade

Agriculture is a key driver of economic growth and can help in the effort to reduce poverty.  About  70 of the 

population in SSA derive their livelihoods from agriculture. Barriers to regional integration and intra-trade include:

Ÿ The afliation to sub-regional organizations is not strong. 

Ÿ Countries have some kind of trade wars or conicts among themselves. 

Ÿ The regional bodies are usually weak institutions and are not able to stand the pressure of global economic 

communities. 

Ÿ Low human resource development across Africa and by regional bodies 

Ÿ Trade  laws  are  not harmonized.  Some  laws  and  regulations  are  outdated, while others have  conicts  or 

inconsistencies from one country to another within the region.

Ÿ Customs procedures are complicated and full of bureaucracy at borders leading to long delays and increased 

trade costs. 

Ÿ There is a need for strong harmonized regional integration policies that include informal trade

Ÿ Instability (political and economic crises such as war) has a negative impact on regional trade.
   

Informal Trade

Ÿ There is a lack of data on this very important activity across all countries in Africa.

Ÿ There is no clear policy that deals with informal trade in most regional countries.

Ÿ Informal trade contributes quite a signicant proportion to total trade, as much as 50% for some countries.

2. Improving cross-border trade in agricultural inputs for improved productivity

Opportunities i n Africa cross-border trade

Ÿ Improved c ross-border trade w ill trigger the tapping i nto a n a gribusiness m arket w orth, a bout a  trillion U SD, w hich 

is  currently satised through i mports.
Ÿ Import  substitution  at  the  continent  level  is  a  growth  strategy  that  may  limit  dependency  and  the 

associated vulnerability to global m arkets. 

Ÿ The  global  shocks  resulting  from  the  geopolitical  events  in  Russia-Ukraine  have  increased  pressure  on  most 

African countries' currencies, as p rices of oil and wheat soar. 
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Ÿ Increased i ntra-Africa trade h as o pportunities for i ndustrialization through the b eneciation o f r aw a gricultural a nd 

forest p roducts.

Ÿ Africa has a growing population that favours market and economic growth.

Challenges experienced in moving seed across African borders

Ÿ Some countries h ave m ultiple m embership of r egional economic communities, which complicates trade l aws

Ÿ Countries h ave diverse standards, e.g. on p hytosanitary r equirements.

Ÿ Most governments operate p rohibitive taxes for trade, which cut i nto p rots and the viability of an enterprise.

Ÿ Poor i nfrastructure ( roads, r ail, cold chains, I CT) l ead to h igh transaction and transport costs. 

Ÿ Delays at b orders m ay l ead to spoilage of b iological goods, such as seeds.

Ÿ The l evel of corruption at the borders of some African countries is u nacceptably h igh 

Ÿ There are logistical  difculties  because  of  poor  infrastructure  and  cumbersome  customs  clearance

processes, which lead to congestion at b orders.

Key Recommendations
Ÿ AfCFTA to b e specic on what i s to b e achieved and m ake r ealistic targeted efforts.

Ÿ Build the c apacity o f p roducers a nd traders, i ncluding i nformal traders, to b e a ble to s upply o nce trade b arriers a re 

removed through the efforts u nder AfCFTA.

Ÿ African  countries  to  improve  infrastructure  to  handle  increased  intra-Africa  trade,  e.g.,  multiple  carriage  roads  at 

ports, r ail and cold storage facilities at b orders. 

Ÿ Simplify t rade t hrough h armonization o f s tandards a nd r egulations, d igitization, a nd a doption o f o ne d ocument 

policies.

Ÿ Governments  should  remove  taxes  on  traded  agricultural  products,  since  they  are  essential  for  food  security  and 

livelihoods. 

Ÿ There  is  a  need  for  coordination  of  continental  (FARA,  AU),  regional/sub-regional    (CORAF  SADC, ASARECA) 

agreements r eached u nder the AfCFTA. 

Ÿ Deliberate p olicies to ensure smallholder farmers, women, and youth b enet from i ncreased i 

organizations, a nd n ational g overnments f or u nied e fforts o n a griculture d evelopment a nd t rade i ssues t o avoid 

the current “ separate silos” situation.

Ÿ More  action-oriented  interventions  are  needed  to  speed  up  the  implementation  of  policies  and  regional  trade 

ntra-Africa trade.
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In a ddition, the D eclaration h ighlights the i mportance o f p rotecting a nd s ecuring l and r ights for all l and u sers, with a 
particular emphasis on women and other vulnerable groups. The L and G overnance S trategy ( LGS) was p ut i n p lace 
to e nsure t hat l and i s m anaged a nd u sed s ustainably and equitably and addresses l and tenure security, l and u se 
planning and l and-based i nvestment i ssues.

Presenter
Nsama N semiwe Chikolwa

Background
Agenda 2 063 r ecognises the n eed for African U nion M ember S tates to a ddress v arious l and-related i ssues o n the 
continent. In J uly 2 009, the H eads o f S tate a nd G overnment o f the A frican U nion e ndorsed the a doption o f the 
Declaration o n Land I ssues a nd C hallenges i n A frica, r eiterating t he c ommitment o f A frican U nion ( AU) M ember 
States ( MS) t o ensure that l and i s governed adequately on the continent. 

The African Union Land Governance Strategy

Main Presentation Highlights

 

Outcome 1: Enhanced awareness and understanding among AUC and other stakeholders on the AU agenda on 

Strategic O bjective 1 : Strengthening the c apacity o f AU-Commission, ALPC, AUDA, R egional E conomic C ommunities 

and AU member states to i mplement the AU agenda on l and.

land 

and its importance in the economic transformation of African states. 

Outcome 2: Strengthened technical capacities and skills of AUC, ALPC, AUDA-NEPAD, RECs and MS staff to support 

Outcome 3: Land issues are mainstreamed in the AUC, AUDA-NEPAD and REC programmes and projects and 

the i mplementation and m onitoring of the African U nion Agenda on l and. 

ensure 

 

 

collaboration among AU i nstitutions and M ember States. 

Outcome 4: Improved collaboration and l earning among AU i nstitutions on l and governance. 

Outcome 5: AU Member States domesticate the Framework and Guidelines on Land Policy, VGGTs and 

Strategic o bjective 2 :  Promoting the a dvancement o f l and p olicies, l aws, a dministration s ystems a nd r esponsible l and

 governance i n the AU M ember States

other 

international frameworks and conventions within their policies and legal frameworks. 

Outcome 6: AU Member States have non-discriminatory land management regulations that enhance access to land 

and security of tenure for all categories of landowners and users. 

Outcome 7: AU Member States have land administration systems that are decentralised, costeffective, transparent, 

 

 
Outcome 8 : Large -scale l and-based i nvestments i n A frica a re a dopting r esponsible l and a cquisition a pproaches a 

Strategic  Objective  3: Promoting  responsible  and  fair  land-based  investments  in  Africa  that  are  environmentally 

sound,  scalable,  inclusive  and  equitable,  contributing  to  the  sustainable  development  of  the  country  and  meeting 

community n 

responsive to the n eeds of citizens and p romote p articipatory approaches to l and m anagement.

eeds.

nd 

Outcome 9 : S trengthened c apacity o f A UC, A UDA-NEPAD, R ECs, M ember S tates a nd a fliated e ntities t o n 

inclusive  business  practices  that  help  countries  to  increase  agricultural  production,  environmental  conservation 

and overall sustainable development.

egotiate 

and advocate for sustainable and r esponsible l and-based i nvestments within their r egions, countries and work.
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Strategic Objective 4: Enhancing the security of land tenure and access to land and other productive resources for 

women, youth, p astoralists, i ndigenous p eople and other vulnerable groups i n Africa

Outcome  10: Reduced  risks  of  land  conicts  and  increased  access  to  land  for  women,  youths,  pastoralists, 

 

indigenous p eople, and p oor and vulnerable community m embers

Outcome 1 1: Slum a nd i nformal s ettlements a re u pgraded a nd r ecognised a mong f ormal r esidential n eighborhoods 

 

as p art of i nclusive and sustainable u rban development.

Outcome  12: Improved  shocks  management  (climate  change,  disaster  risk,  pandemics)  and  resettlement  of 

displaced communities

Outcome 1 3: L and g overnance i ssues a re i ncorporated i nto r econstruction a nd r econciliation p olicies a nd p rocesses 

 

 

of p ost-conict states

Implementation F 

Strategic O bjective 5 :  Facilitating a nd s upporting the o perationalisation o f the AU M onitoring a nd E valuation o f L and i n
 Africa ( MELA) as a tool for m easuring and r eporting on p rogress towards achieving the AU agenda on l and i n Africa

Outcome 1 4: Production o f a  h igh-quality r eport d epicting the p rogress m ade towards a chieving the A U D eclaration o n 

Land and, overall, the agenda on l and i n Africa.

ramework

Ÿ Strategic objectives, outcomes and actions will b e delivered with a detailed i mplementation p lan.

Ÿ Institutional arrangements, with dened r oles and r esponsibilities of different i nstitutions h ave b een explained i n the 

draft L GS. 

Ÿ MELA will b e u sed as a m onitoring, evaluation and r eporting framework tool. 

Ÿ Communication p lan with 8  s trategic c ommunication a ctions h as b een d eveloped to p romote d issemination o f the 

draft strategy.

Conclusion
Ÿ Sustainable l and u se m anagement i s p aramount i n achieving the AU Agenda 2063. 

Ÿ There i s n eed for continuous collaboration and p artnerships for this to b e attained.

Ÿ Research p lays a  p ivotal r ole i n d eveloping i nnovation i n l and u se m anagement. H owever, there i s n eed to a lso l ink 
research to p olicy and p ractice.
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Background

 
 

  

From agricultural innovations to implementation:

Presenter
Dr. Tina 

•  Testing,  adapting  and  out-scaling  existing  and  new  approaches  to  sustainable,  climate  resilient  agriculture  and 
pastoralism – i ncluding digital approaches - i n West Africa, K enya and N 

•  15  million  �  funding  programme  “Sustainable  land  management  in  Sub-Saharan  Africa:  Improving  livelihoods 
through l ocal r esearch” ( BMBF, G 

•  Low adoption and i mplementation r ates of r esearch i nnovations amongst smallholder farmers &  other l and u 
•  Many technological solutions and concepts for b etter l and m 

•  Land m anagement a nd t he s ecuring, u se, c ontrol a nd g overnance o f l and-related n atural r esources a s a  k ey d river 
for sustainable development i 

•  Several  overlapping  problems  in  the  rural  sector  in  Africa are: Climate change, low agricultural productivity, soil

 degradation, food i nsecurity, b iodiversity l oss, p overty, gender and social i nequities. 

n Africa. 

anagement available. 
ser.

ermany). 

amibia. 

•  Four r egional r esearch p rojects and INTERFACES: 
COINS - C o-developing i nnovations for sustainable l and m anagement i n West African smallholder farming systems. 
DeClaRe - D ecision support for strengthening l and r esilience i n the face of global challenges. 
InfoRange -  Increasing  efciency  in  rangeland-based  livestock  value  chains  by  co-designed  digital  technologies 
and m achine l earning approaches.
Minodu - F ostering l ocal sustainable development though technology and r esearch.

Beuchelt

pathways to impact

Our Objectives

1. E stablishing  transdisciplinary  dialogues  and  learning  platforms  on  future  visions  and  theories  of  change  for  land 

management, contributing to joint k nowledge synthesis and change

2. Strengthening  the  contribution  of  regional  projects  to  visions  and  theories  of  change  for  sustainable  land  use 

management; 

3. I dentication of socio-cultural and gender-responsive strategies to b ridge the k nowledge b ehavior gap; 

4. K nowledge m anagement, communication and n etworking to contribute to social change; 

5. F ormation of change agents and advancing the concept of i mplementation r esearch i n science and p olicy.

Impact-oriented support activities

Outreach and knowledge management

•  Development  of  a  communication  &  dissemination  strategy  for  all  projects  based  on  scientic  approaches, 

including training for m edia appearances i n audio / video m edia

•  Coordinating  the  communication,  visibility,  learning,  sharing  and  collaboration  between  the  different  regional 

project teams - F ARA's k nowledge m anagement system, D -Groups 

•  Establishing/strengthening e xchange, l inkages a nd n etworks w ith U N O rganisations l ike U NCCD, U NFCCC, I PBES, 

UNU-EHS, etc. 

 

•  Integration of the r egional p rojects i nto a wider African and i nternational arena

Impact-oriented support activities:

Capacity development 

•  Integration of r esearch r esults i nto the curricula and l ectures of already existing educational p rograms – contributing 

to African education and training n etworks on l and m anagement, climate and environment.



 AASW8 | R EPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 202362

•  Seminar and colloquium series for scientists and r egional p roject p artners 

•  Training workshops on gender-sensitive and gender-responsive r esearch and i mplementation approaches 

 

•  "Gender m ainstreaming" -  a ligning r esearch a nd i mplementation i n a  g ender-sensitive w ay: p roject s creening a nd 

advice on h ow p rojects could take gender-aspects i nto account, courses, l inking u p with N GOs…

Transfer analyses / implementation r esearch

To b e aligned with the theories of change for the various r egions/countries

•  Intervention-specic i mpact p athway m odeling to guide selection of p ractices and data 

•  Nudging &  i ncentive systems ( nancial/non-nancial) to contribute to b 

•  “Follow-the-innovation" f rom r esearch t o i mplementation ( participatory o bservation o f a ctivities, c omplementary 

research) 

ehavior change 

•  Gender  analysis,  roles,  norms,  power  dynamics  and  how  they  relate  to  implementation  of  sustainable  land 

management p ractices – to achieve a gender-just transition

What and how can research do better

Ÿ to achieve i mproved i mplementation of sustainable l and m anagement p ractices b y female and m ale farmers, and 

Ÿ to contribute to an equitable transformation and n ecessary social changes?
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I
am happy to report that our involvement as technical advisors and exhibitors (as group) in 

the recent Africa Agribusiness & Science Week (AASW) in Durban was a revealing 

rewarding experience, affording us an important window into the world of the 

and 

African agri- 

science and development community.

            

We  have  answered  the  call  by  the  Forum  for  Agricultural  Research  in  Africa  (FARA)  &  its 

partners for the private sector to engage and trust that our presence as group was not only 

noticed,  but  also  our  intention  to  get  actively  involved  in  the  planning  and  execution  of  pan-

African development p rogrammes and i nitiatives taken to h eart.

It was a pleasure attending A

The capacity and expertise of the private sector to design and execute integrated 

commercially f ocused a gribusiness p rojects a nd p rogrammes a re e ssential c omponents o f 

the African a gribusiness d evelopment a genda. A s g roup w e a lready b ring a  v ery s ubstantial 

pool of technology a nd e xperience to the table a nd c an a lso m obilize m any o ther i mportant 

private sector  actors  to  join  the  drive  in  'linking  Science,  Innovation  and  Agribusiness  for  
Resilient, Protable and S ustainable F ood Systems i n Africa'.

I w ould l ike to u se this o pportunity to a lso thank e veryone that p articipated a nd/or c ontributed 

in  any  way  to  the  success  of  this  endeavour  for  your  involvement  and  support.  It  is  highly 

appreciated a nd v alued! A  s pecial w ord o f t hanks g oes t o E d H ill a nd Z aida E nver o f t he l ocal 

organising  committee  for  their  unwavering  efforts  to  drive  this  initiative  and  for  actively 

supporting our p articipation and n etworking.

Best r egards,

Hennie van der M erwe ( CEO &  C oordinator: ADC Africa G roup)

ADC Africa Group Members & Associates

ASW & connecting 
our partners to the relevant opportunities

Hennie van der Merwe 
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T
he 8th African Agricultural and Science Week was a phenomenal event that brought 

together scientists from across the continent to discuss their research, innovations, 

and partnerships in addressing Africa's agricultural sector.

In addition to my work as a journalist, I also took the opportunity to network with other 

journalists, communication leads, and organizations at the 

I, D aniel A bugre A nyorigya, h ad t he o pportunity t o a ttend t he c onference t hrough t he s upport

 of F ARA a s a  journalist a nd d igital c ontent p roducer. I  was a ble to c apture the s ynergy b etween

 scientists a s t hey s hared t heir w ork a nd i deas, a nd I  a lso c onducted i nterviews w ith s everal

 participants.

conference. 

I  established  contacts  with  a  number  of  organizations,  including  Women  in  Agriculture 

(Namibia), the A gricultural R esearch C ouncil ( South A frica), L egacy S eed ( Ghana), S eed C o, 

CORAF,  FAO,  IITA,  CCARDESA,  CERAAS,  the  International  Water  Management  Institute, 

INTERFACES, and K nowledge M anagement for D evelopment P artnership.

I  am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  to  have  attended  the  8th  African  Agricultural  and  Science 

Week. 

It was an eye-opening experience, giving m e a glimpse i nto the future of African agriculture. I  
am c ondent that the p artnerships a nd c ollaborations that w ere formed a t the c onference w ill 

help to a ccelerate p rogress i n the a gricultural s ector a nd i mprove food s ecurity for m illions o f 

Africans.

I h ave s cheduled i nterviews w ith these o rganizations a nd p artners o f F ARA i n the s ubsequent 

weeks.

Reections of 
#AASW8
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Appreciation
Ms. Bongiwe Njobe, Board Chairperson, FARA

Your participation and immense support made AASW a memorable event.

Our a ppreciation g oes t o t he g overnment o f G hana, w hich  rst a greed t o h ost F ARA 

over twenty years ago and continue to p rovide i mmense support to the organisation.

I  wish  to  thank  all  stakeholders  in  agriculture  innovation  systems,  continental  and

regional  bodies,  SROs,  the  higher  education  sector,  intergovernment  organisations, 

nancial and technical p artners, scientists, farmers' organisations and the p rivate sector. 

The governments and authorities who attended the event showed their willingness to transform African agriculture 
to eradicate hunger and malnutrition from the 

During AASW8, we had the privilege of hearing from our par tners at plenary sessions and side events, who 

shared their vision, i nsights, success stories and u pcoming p rogrammes. 

continent. 

We had exhibitions that focused on agribusiness to showcase the available innovations and technology to 
agribusiness to transform agricultural activities, create jobs for the youth and new products for farmers.

Speaking about what we have been able to achieve this week, I think the most important thing about the week is 
that in as much as we acknowledge the complexities that we face, what is inspiring is that we also afrmed the 
clarity of the direction of the pathways we have designed and are implementing to take us to the dream Africa we
 desire. 

My a ppreciation a lso g oes to the A frican a gricultural r esearch c ommunity, the F ARA e cosystem a nd the c ollective 

of p artner organisations that h ave p articipated this week, p hysically and virtually. 

FARA will provide a platform for you to collaborate, exchange knowledge and strengthen networks to ensure that 
our research efforts align with and meet the African farmers and modern agribusiness needs and aspirations. 

Reecting  on  the  challenges  FARA  has  faced  and  considering  its  achievements,  I  am  convinced  that  we  are  not 

punching  above  our  weight; but  rather,  we  are  punching  at  our  weight  and  doing  what  is  expected  of  the  apex 

African r esearch organisation. 

We n eed the s upport o f those who c an a vail r esources to s upport i t to s ee that the u rgency for Africa to feed i tself i s 

now and n ot i n the n ext decade. I  consider i t i mperative that we b elieve i n our vision and that i t is achievable.

Together,  let  us  embark on  the journey where African agriculture thrives, nourishing our  peoples, stimulating 

economic growth and p reserving our n atural r esources to forge a sustainable future for African agriculture.

I wish you all safe journey b ack to your various countries.
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Appreciation

 Deputy Minister, 
Rosemary N okuzola Capa

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development, SA

Thank you for c hoosing S outh Africa. We a re h appy to h ave h osted this great 

conference. You h ave g raced o ur s hores s ince M onday. I  b elieve those p reparing to 

leave are l eaving as South Africans and p robably speaking Zulu n ow. 

The government, department and all departments i n the country h ave felt your warmth. I  
did feel there was b ig b usiness going on at this venue with the b elief that i t i s a h istoric rst 

step t hat w e w ill c ontinue t o b uild o n. I  j oyfully a ppreciate y our e ffort i n s eeking t o u nite a ll 

nations and Africans. We cannot only unite in this manner. We are uniting on a programme 

that deserves continuous attention b ecause i ts agenda will b e i nstrumental i n p reparing another agenda. 

Listening to your presentations, business links and shared thoughts with a desire to proceed to greater heights. I 
will inform my Minister and Director General of the need to do more in implementing technology as we would be 

including this in our national strategy, especially for rural development. Sometimes, rural communities are  
said to be inaccessible; but on the other side, I might say governments are not accessible to them. 

I wish to mention that our government, people, rural communities and provinces have felt your warmth because 
you have brought strategies to solve their problems. There is so much rain, but we have issues with having 

 potable water. We found the solution in your resolutions here. 
We have issues with poverty, hunger and starvation despite our prime quality land ready to produce food. From 
what you have left us in the form of documentation, discussions and insights coupled with our energy, what is 
lacking is the technology to foresee future scenarios and outcomes.

I also want to acknowledge that from your decisions and recommendations, we have witnessed the fast-growing 
synergy and understanding between businesses, inventors and researchers.

 

It  is  the  wish  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Land  Reform  and  Rural  Development  to  infuse  the  indigenous 

practices t o t he n ew a pproaches, b y b uilding u pon t hem a s i ndigenous k nowledge a nd n ot c onsidering t hem as

 useless and u nworthy of b eing developed.

Researchers,  innovators,  extension  practitioners  and  governments  need  to  hold  hands  tightly  with  the  rural 

populace b y b eing accessible and carrying them along i n i nnovations. Without  being  technologically  ready,  
diseases  like  HIV  and  COVID  caught  us  unaware without  any response mechanism i n p lace. W e h ave n ow 

learnt t o f ocus o n p reventive m easures t o p romote g ood h ealth. T oday, w e can  talk  of  South  African-produced  
vaccines  and  immunisations,  but  these  were  developed  because  we  were under p ressure to survive.

Your m emorandum of u nderstanding and signed p acts will go a l ong way in helping to develop c ontinental 

collaborations. We are h appy f or t he s trides b eing t aken i n i ndividual c ountries a nd y our c apability for 

extending t hem b eyond y our shores. We are counting o n y our c ontinued s upport a nd h ope y ou h ave e njoyed 

the r ural c limate a nd s cenery. W e no more l ook for h i-rise b uildings b ut the r eal African fauna and ora.

We  should  ensure  we  maintain  peace  and  engage  in  the  collaborative  growth  of  our  economies.  We  need  to 

abstain from p ractices that d estroy the future, b earing i n m ind that we b orrowed the l and that we live on today 

from our f uture g enerations. W e m ust  ght c limate c hange t hrough p ractices a nd s ustain o ur f uture a nd that of

 the next generations.

I wish you all a safe journey back to your respective 

I h ope you w ill r emember r ural w omen a nd young p eople w ho n eed your technology a nd m edical i ntervention o n 

your r eturn to your various countries. 

On b ehalf o f the D epartment o f Agriculture, L and R eform a nd R ural D evelopment a nd the e ntire c ountry, we thank 

and salute you for k eeping the re b urning. We h ope to gain m ore from your r esources.

homes.
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Dr. Aggrey Agumya, Executive Director, F ARA

      
      
           

 

        
          

        
         

The recommendations presented highlight the critical aspects required to improve 
climate resilience and sustainability in farming and food systems in Africa. 
Agroecology  remains  a  pivotal  approach,  integrating  evidence-based practices,
promoting multistakeholder dialogue, and utilizing technology for knowledge
-intensive processes. The consideration of policies, nance, and culture at all levels is 
essential for facilitating informed transitions. 

Gender m ainstreaming w ithin a griculture i s a  c rucial f ocus a rea, n ecessitating e fforts t o 

promote  gender-responsive  food  systems,  address  gender imbalances  and  empower 

women  and  youth  through  training.  Empowering  Africa's  agricultural  transformation 

calls for the need to establish platform for knowledge exchange between science and the private sector, patent 
crop varieties, and co-develop agribusiness solutions with demand-driven farmers.

The t ransformation o f a gribusiness r equires a  r enewed c ommitment t o A fCFTA a ctions, p artnership m apping, 

PPIDs  (public private  institutions dialogues),  and  research  agenda  development  to  address  value  chain  gaps.

 Private  actors  must  bridge  the  gap  between  their  research  and  scientic  ndings  to  achieve  sustainable
 agricultural growth.

Improving trade p olicies for c ross-border trade i n Africa r equires s pecic g oals, c apacity building for p roducers 
and  traders,  infrastructure  improvements,  harmonizing  trade  procedures,  and  eliminating  taxes  on  traded 
agricultural  products.  Coordinating  efforts  among  continental,  regional,  and  national  organizations  is  vital  for 
effective  agricultural  development  and  trade  initiatives,  with  a  focus  on  actionable  interventions  to  benet 
smallholder farmers, women, and youth through i ncreased i ntra-Africa trade.

Agricultural  biotechnology  holds  great  potential  for  enhancing  crop  yields and  food  safety,  and eliminating  
production challenges in Africa. To realize its benets, national and regional institutions must focus on capacity-
building, research m obilization, p olicy i mplementation, and establishing targeted p artnerships.

           
         

        

Mainstreaming f orgotten f oods i nto the A frican f ood s ystem r equires a  s trong f ocus o n b uilding k nowledge a nd 
involving  private  sector  interests  and  women  groups.  Resources  and  participatory  action  are  crucial  to 
advancing  forgotten  food  elements,  with  support  from  technical  organizations  like  FAO  and  the  promotion  of 
advocacy through p artnerships.

The A U-EU R esearch a nd I nnovation P artnership a ims to p resent o utcomes a t the A U-EU A griculture M inisterial 
Conference i n R ome, focused on exploring opportunities for b usiness and gender i nclusion i n I RC m embership 
and agenda.  The  FNSSA  project  database  and  knowledge  management  system  should  be  user-friendly  and  
open access,  with  considerations  for  additional  funding  mechanisms  like  crowdfunding  or  venture  capital  to  
foster industrial clustering and commercial l inkages.

Optimal sector strategies in African agriculture and agribusiness require alignment with government 
frameworks, designing successful interventions and implementing tangible measures for growth, 
encompassing policy reforms, infrastructural investments, capacity-building, and market development
 programmes.

Capacity d evelopment p rogrammes a re v ital f or y oung e ntrepreneurs t o s eize n ew m arkets a nd a dopt sustainable 
production m ethods, supported b y education, training, and r esearch l inks facilitated b y organizations l ike F ARA.
Enhancing  intra-Africa  trade  in  the  agricultural  midstream  involves  strengthening  linkages  across  sectors, 
fostering i nnovation, a nd s caling p ractices, w ith c ollaboration b etween A frican r esearch a nd t he p rivate s ector. 
This plays a central r ole i n i dentifying and u pscaling efcient and sustainable p ractices.

Lastly,  catalyzing  and  coordinating  innovation  and  scaling  in  Eastern  and  Southern  Africa  should  involve 
connecting C GIAR i nitiatives, a ccelerating a gricultural technology s caling through i nitiatives l ike U kama U stawi, 
and h osting agship e vents to p romote i nnovation a nd s caling p ractices. Additionally, K M4AgD s hould focus o n 
integrated  approaches for  empowering  stakeholders and  strengthening the knowledge industry, particularly 
supporting young entrepreneurs.

Overall, implementing these comprehensive and strategic recommendations will signicantly contribute to 
advancing A frican a griculture a nd a gribusiness, fostering s ustainable d evelopment a nd a ddressing c hallenges 
in the food systems, and thus p aving the way for a p rosperous and r esilient future.

Conclusion & Recommendations
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