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FARA continues to execute its mandate to advocate for and coordinate 
agricultural research on the continent to improve the development 
impact of research and increase investments in research and the 
returns therefrom by engaging with several actors across the agricultural 
value chain. 

The overall performance in 2022 indicator of 89 per cent reects some 
signicant accomplishments, superior to the 76% of 2021. Signicant
 progress was made towards making its programme nancing 
more sustainable by shifting to a portfolio comprising a manageable 
number of integrated, substantial and long-term continental projects. 

The Common Africa Agro-Parks (CAAPs) Programme and the Soil 
Initiative for Africa (SIA) are two FARA initiatives that have reached the 
fourth stage; the Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) and Food Systems 

A compelling value proposition, a refreshed science agenda for CAADP, 
and a solid partnership within the CAADP-XP4 consortium all support
 these. One important ongoing activity is the enhancement of the 
collaboration and working modalities with the One CGIAR.

Mainstreaming initiatives, on the other hand, have reached the second 
stage. Two more initiatives are still in the planning stage. One focuses on 
reducing losses after harvest, while the other aims to increase the 
consumption and commercialization of forgotten foods.

The Board's direction to concentrate on engagements in the policy space, including at the highest level, is acknowl-
edged by the Secretariat as valuable. The Secretariat is fullling its role of projecting the voice of African stakeholders 
by participating in COP27 to launch consultations for the African CSA action plan, participating in AUC processes to 
prepare for the African Fertilizer and Soil Health Summit in 2023, and engaging with the AU-EU high-level platforms for 
dialogue through PANAP and LEAP4FNSSA. During the Abidjan I and II dialogues between African stakeholders and 
the One CGIAR, stakeholders appreciated the value of this work. FARA is proving to be most benecial through these
 types of activities.

Dr. Yemi Akinbamijo

FARA's Knowledge Management drive for the continent received further boost with strong collaboration with the AUC-
DARBE, the One CGIAR, AFAAS and the SROs (CCARDESA, CORAF & ASARECA) especially within the three broad 
task areas of knowledge-hub (FARADataInformS), knowledge ecosystems strengthening (KM4AgD) and knowledge 
communication and advocacy. Capacities of 55 individuals representing over 40 NARES were develope with critical 
and active Community of Knowledge Managers, who are now working with SROs and AFAAS within the concept of
 subsidiarity to implement in Botswana, Namibia, Mozambique, Uganda and Ghana. Projects such us the 
INTREFACES and AIRTEA have also adopted the KM4AgD model in documenting lessons and good practices.
   

The fragmented nature of its current programme, based on independent projects, continues to present challenges 
for FARA. These include the excessive expended time by staff on meeting the project management requirements
 of numerous individual grants, as well as the additional effort required to coordinate such projects into a 
coherent programme. However, as the long-term continental initiatives begin, the conguration of the programme  
and the challenges it poses are expected to improve. 

FARA's communication strategy currently utilizes social media platforms. During the year, approximately 1,000,000 
people engaged with its social media presence, resulting in an overall increase in patronage of approximately 140,000 
new followers. The following are additional gures on the Knowledge Management: (a) During the year, more than 
one million additional stakeholders used the DataInformS portal to access information. (b) There are 3,577 registered
 professionals in the Expert Directory; based on the provided leads, the funding opportunities repository 
disseminates an average of 250 opportunities each month, with approximately 11% reporting funding successes.
The posts about funding opportunities get the most attention, with an average of 20,000 clicks per month.

Executve Director FARA

Dr. Yemi Akinbamijo
Executve Director FARA

FOREWORD



2IPS Innovation to Impact Partnerships & Systems

AFAAS African Forum for Agricultural Advisory Services

AfCFTA African Continental Free Trade Agreement 

AfDB African Development Bank 

AIRTEA  Strengthening Agricultural Knowledge and Innovation Ecosystem for  
Inclusive Rural Transformation and Livelihoods in Eastern Africa

AR4D Agricultural Research for Development

ARIFA Agricultural Research and Innovation Fellowships for Africa

ASBPP African Seed and Biotechnology Partnership Platform

ASARECA Association for Strengthening Agricultural Research in Eastern and
Southern Africa 

ATI Agricultural Transformation Initiative

AUC African Union Commission

AUDA African Union Development Agency 

BP Business Plan

CAADP Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme

CAADP-XP4 Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme ex-Pillar IV

CCARDESA Centre for Coordination of Agricultural Research and Development for
Southern Africa

CDAIS Capacity Development for Agricultural Innovation Systems 

CSA Climate-Smart Agriculture

FAO Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations

FAUBAI             Association of Brazilian International Education

GFAR  Global Forum on Agricultural Research and Innovation

ICF Institutional Capacity and Future Scenarios 

IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development 

IICA Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture
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KM4AgD Knowledge Management for Agricultural Development 

KMLC  Knowledge Management, Learning and Communication 

LEAPFNSSA Long-term Europe-Africa Research and Innovation Partnership  for Food
and Nutrition Security and Sustainable Agriculture

MEL Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning (system)

NARI National Agricultural Research Institute

NORAD Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation

PANAP Pan-African Network for Economic Analysis of Policies

PARI Programme of Accompanying Research for Agricultural Innovation

PO Programme Oversight 

PPI Policy Practice Index

REA Research Executive Agency of the European Commission

ReNAPRI Regional Network of Agricultural Policy Research Institutes

RPIn Research, Policy and Investment 

S3A  Science Agenda for Agriculture in Africa

SADC Southern African Development Community

SIA Soil Initiative for Africa

SPS Sanitary and Phytosanitary

SROs Sub-Regional Organisations

STI Science, Technology and Innovation

TAAT Technologies for African Agricultural Transformation 

TAP Tropical Agriculture Platform

TETFund  Tertiary Education Trust Fund

UFV Universidade Federal de Viçosa

UNFSS United Nations Food Systems Summit 

YPARD Young Professionals for Agricultural Development
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Programmes and Support Functions
Structure of FARA’s

Contribute to achievement of CAADP-Malabo 

2025 targetsOutcomes

producers’ resilience to the effects of climate change
by supporting the increased application of STI.

producers’ resilience to the effects of climate change
by supporting the increased application of STI.

IV30%
producers’ resilience to the effects of climate change
by supporting the increased application of STI.
3x

producers’ resilience to the effects of climate change
by supporting the increased application of STI.
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Doubling agricultural productivity 

T

Halving postharvest losses

ripling intra-Africa trade  
≥30% of producers are resilient to the effects 
of climate change 
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To improve the effectiveness of partnerships
for scaling science and technologies to

achieve CAADP results

To increase investment in AR4D,
promote S3A mainstreaming and

To promote access to knowledge products,
services and technological options to

To strengthen AR4D institutions with 
thecapacity to plan and respond to capacity

requirements in STI and foresight; and
mainstream gender in their programmes

support evidence-based decision-making

policy advocacy for STI

Programme
Clusters

Oversight Support Functions

Innovation-to-Impact 
Partnerships and Systems 

(2IPS)

Knowledge Management, 
Learning and

Communication
(KMLC)

Institutional Capacity and
Future Scenarios (ICF)

Research, Policy and 
Investment (RPIn)



Structured according to programme clusters
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2021 2022

ICF RPIn Overall2IPS

0%

20%

40%

100%

120%

80%

KMLC

69%

81%
83%

99%

76%

91%

77% 76%
83%

89%

Cumulative progress towards the attainment of indicator targets set for 2022

69%
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Each year, an additional 100K smallholder 
farmers and other value chain actors using 
improved technologies and information on 
good agricultural practices.

Deployment of multi-stakeholder partnerships and innovation system approaches to advance:

1. Scaling technologies,
2. Responding to emerging issues and megatrends affecting African agriculture,
3. Strengthening partnerships and strategic alliances for translating innovation to impacts,
4. Strengthening science-agribusiness linkages and youth.

Grant to organize a consultation on 

CSA mapping ndings disseminated; 
Mapping tool and policy brief 
developed.

FAO CSA strategy

Soil Initiative for Africa: A proposal for a continental programme
 on improving soil health. An action plan of the upcoming AU 
Soil Health and Fertilizer Summit

Ÿ Developed a proposal with NORAD on mainstreaming the FSA in NAIPs

Ÿ 

Responding to a Horizon Europe call on agroecological approaches 
in African agriculture systems

Following FARA’s organization of a UNFSS dialogue on underutilized foods, a grant was

secured to assemble a compendium of these foods in Africa.

Ÿ African food cities, H. Europe call: Linking rural and urban producers, markets and consumers

Outcome
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Science-agribusiness forum at the 3rd All Africa Postharvest 
Congress. Papers in Special issue of AJFAND.

Strategy for engagement between agric research and business. 
This includes the strategy for commercialization of technologies.
 Consultation has been completed.
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120 fellows enrolled in Brazil universities; 12 travelled to Brazil

AFRICA-BRAZIL [S-S]

Smooth transition of coordination of the Long-term Europe-
Africa Partnership on Food and Nutrition Security and 
Sustainable Agriculture (LEAP4FNSSA) from CIRAD to FARA. 
This is on course.

EC/Joint Research Center on operationalization of the Pan Africa 
Network on Economic Analysis of Policies (PANAP)—an AU-EU 
initiative. 

AFRICA-EUROPE [N-S]

Transfer of small dryer technology for postharvest processing.

AFRICA-IFAD-CHINA [TC]
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KEY 2IPS TARGETS FOR 2023
Soil Initiative for Africa nalized and launched at the 
Africa Fertilizer and Soil Health Summit, 2023.

Partnerships with FAO, CGIAR, and joint instrument 
between CAADP xP4 AUC and AUDA-NEPAD formalized 3
7 Agribusiness Learning Alliances established4
Africa Agriculture Science Week held5
Practical activities to advance agroecology transition 

 in African countries initiated6

Framework (ACSAF) fully elaborated and launched at 
Plan of Action for the Africa Climate-Smart Agriculture 

CoP 28 for operationalization
2

1
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Knowledge Hub-the FARADataInformS continues to play 
crucial roles as the continental observatory for African 
Agriculture. It is linked to the knowledge hubs of the four 
other CAADP-XP4 organizations.

Outcome

1. Developing and maintaining an interoperable Agricultural Research and Innovation Data Management
System - FARADataInformS

2. Developing and maintaining an observatory for Agricultural STI (knowledge and information products,
including implementing FARA's Flagship on the Africa Report on Research & Innovation - AfARR)

3. Facilitating and promoting knowledge and information dissemination, and Communication among ARI
actors (for learning, visibility, and publicity on issues of land, water, diseases and pests, among others.)

BROAD ACTIVITIES
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1. Over one million more stakeholders used the DataInformS portal in 2022.
2. FARA’s social media reach increased, with the patronage of about 140,000 new followers and about 

1,000,000 engagements.
3. The expert directory has a record of 3,577 professionals
4. Funding opportunities disseminated an average of 250 opportunities with about 11% of 

stakeholders reporting success in securing funding.
5. Funding opportunity posts received the highest number of clicks, with an average of 20,000 clicks 

per month.

PROGRESS & TESTIMONIALS
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A draft of the inaugural Africa Agriculture Research 
Status Report (AfARR).

Development (KM4AgD) Challenge to take the form of a
The Knowledge Management for Agricultural 

 Competition on good practices and lessons learnt.
3

Support to CORAF to upgrade its database of 
experts and register over 500 experts 4
Further progress in achieving interoperability of 
Portals of CAADP xP4 partners 5
Publicity for the AASW and increased visibility of 
FARA6

Monthly publication of funding opportunities, which will
 for the rst time, be complemented with facilitation of 
stakeholders to respond to calls. 

2

1
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Ÿ 21 additional countries were exposed to
and utilized instruments and tools for
developing / updateing their capacity
 action plans.

Ÿ 312 additional institutions benetted
from FARA's capacity development 

interventions.

Outcome

The broad activities (strategic thrusts) carried out in implementing this programme cluster 
include:
1. Identifying institutional capacity needs and relevant tools for bridging capacity gaps.
2. Responding to priority capacity needs for science, research management, outreach,

agribusiness, foresight and leadership.
3. Strengthening institutional capacities for future scenario analysis for improved long-

term planning.
4. Building institutional capacity for gender mainstreaming

BROAD ACTIVITIES
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KEY ICF TARGETS FOR 2023

Support to the transition to sustainable food systems 
through two interventions.

Institutional capacity strengthening by facilitating the 
offer of 175 ARIFA fellowships and establishing 6 
innovation platforms as part of the post-training ARIFA 
component. 

3

Launch of 2 Country Foresight Hubs. 4
Launch of Afrexim-FARA Research-Innovation 
Competence in Agriculture Awards. 5

On seed systems, projecting Africa’s voice in interna-
tional fora on genetic resources, biotechnology and 
biosafety in food and feed agriculture.

2

1

Ÿ 40 Brazilian institutions under the auspices of FAUBAI joined the ARIFA PP.

Ÿ 2 additional institutions from the North (Portugal and USA) joined the ARIFA PP.

Ÿ An online portal for ARIFA has been developed, where 895 professionals from 98

institutions have been engaged.

ARIFA
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Ÿ 10 African countries undertook the
assessment of various national policies,
such as trade policies, fertilizer
policies, climate change policies, and
seed policies.

Ÿ IPledges and commitments amounting
to USD 3.6 million were mobilised.

Outcome

The broad activities (strategic thrusts) carried out in implementing this programme cluster 
include:
1. Improving the Science-Policy Environment to enhance the impact of AR4D
2. Support actions to increase investments in AR4D through resource mobilization
3. Support the mainstreaming of the Science Agenda for Agriculture in Africa (S3A) into

National Agriculture Investment Plans and Programmes (NAIPs)

BROAD ACTIVITIES
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developed.

Ÿ

Ÿ Self-assessments of trade policies:: 20 countries (Ghana has validated the
assessment report with relevant stakeholders).

Ÿ Policy briefs: 5

Ÿ Proposals or visioning documents: 4 additional continental initiatives were

USD 3.6 m pledges and commitments mobilised.

ACHIEVEMENTS

KEY RPIn TARGETS FOR 2023

6 fundable project proposals  developed and submitted 3
Proposal development write-shops  organized4
Initiation of the refresh of the science agenda for 
agriculture in Africa, in conjunction with CGIAR 

and other AR&D institutions  
5

Co-organise two investor forums for two continental
initiatives (CAAPs and Soil Initiative for Africa)6

6 high-level policy dialogues and accompanying policy
briefs  2

Capacity of AR&D partners on policy formulation, 
implementation, and advocacy development.1
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Review and
Planning 

Monitoring,
Evaluation

and Reporting

Oversight 
Management,

and Grant
Management

Ÿ Regular administrative functions (staff appraisals, budget
control, compliance with operational procedures and
policies).

Ÿ Programme coordination to assure coherence among the
clusters so that they reinforce one another.

Ÿ Carried out close out procedures for projects that ended
(IFAD-China project on small scale driers and the
LEAP4FNSSA).

Quality Assurance, Ÿ Sub-grant manual for the AIRTEA project was elaborated.

Ÿ Quality assurance protocols were updated.

Ÿ Implementation progress with respect to deliverables is
largely on track.

Ÿ Baselines and theories of change for new projects and
the LEAP4FNSSA were established

Ÿ Automated web-based Monitoring, Evaluation and
Learning (MEL) system updated and used for tracking
and reporting on the progress of all FARA's
programmes, including those co-implemented with
partners.

Ÿ Coordinated the Secretariat's participation in the Mid-
Term Review of the CAADP XP4 project.

Ÿ Coordinated the review of CAADP XP4 indicators and

Ÿ

targets in accordance with the recommendations of
the Mid-Term Review.

Ÿ Facilitated internal and external programme audits.

Ÿ Quarterly and biannual progress reports generated.

Updated the overall workplan for 2022 to accommo-
date activities in new and ongoing grants.  The overall
workplan was based on workplans for individual
projects.

Ÿ Coordinated the Secretariat's engagement in the rst
portfolio review of the CAADP XP4 project, held in 

February 2022.

Functions Achievements 



69%

83%

76% 77% 76%
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2IPS KMLC ICF RPIn Overall
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Cumulative progress towards the attainment of indicator targets set for 2022
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FARA's  activities  during  the  year  were  mainly  nanced  by   Time  Bound  Activities  (TBAs)  through 

bilateral  agreements  with  various  Development  Partners.  The  Secretariat's  operations  were  nanced 

mainly b y r ecovery from p rojects and m iscellaneous r evenue.

Total r evenue d uring the year e nded 3 1 D ecember 2 022 a mounted to U SD5,900,114. G rant r evenue for 

Programme Time B ound Activities was U SD5,377,457 – s ee D onors' C ontribution s chedule below for 
details. Other sundry r evenue amounted to U SD522,657. 

Total e xpenditure i ncurred d uring the p eriod w as U SD5,891,342, o f w hich 8 .7% w as f or the S ecretariat

 and 91.3% for Time B ound Activities. This r esulted i n a p ositive n et b alance of U SD8,772. 

2022 Financial over

Funds r eceived d uring the year c ame from B MZ/ZEF for P ARI a ctivities a nd African D evelopment  Bank

( AfDB) for TAAT p roject. The E uropean C ommission ( EC) g ave s upport to the AIRTEA p roject through 

OACPS, CAADP  XP4  through  IFAD  and  LEAP4FNSSA.  Other  contributors  to  FARA's  activities  during  
the  year include  FAO, which  gave  funding to  Forgotten  Foods  and  African  Heritage  of  Food  Commodity

; AGRIDEA  supported  YPARD; and  Development  of  Soil  Initiative  for  Africa  was  supported  with 

funding  from  Bill  &  Melinda  Gates  Foundation  (BMGF),  USAID  (through  IFDC)  and  Catholic  Relief 

Services.  Africa  Food  Systems  was  supported  by  AGRA  and  NORAD  (through  AUDA/NEPAD),  while 

AFREXIMBANK supported C AAPs.

FARA i s s incerely g rateful to, a nd a cknowledges the c ontributions m ade b y a ll i ts d evelopment p artners 

mentioned i n this r eport.

view
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The B alance S heet s howed t he T otal A ssets o f U SD4,966,858, i ncluding C ash a nd B ank B alances o f

 USD3,247,616 as a t 3 1 D ecember 2 022. With the C urrent L iabilities o f U SD4,036,681, the n et  
assets of  USD930,177  is  represented  by  Reserves  of  USD804,098  and  the  Accumulated  Funds  
balance  of USD126,079. 

osition
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Donor Contributions
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T
he Secretariat has made several signicant achievements towards its 2022 indicator targets, 

with an overall performance of 89%.  This was an improvement to the performance of 2 021, 

which was rated at 76%.  At 70% the budget utilisation over the rst half of the year remained low 

despite concerted actions to break this patter  n. The utilisation gure would have been higher if the 

budget process had been more accurate in the assumptions made regarding timing for reporting of 

sub-granted funds.

 

           

 

 

The S ecretariat h as r egistered s everal s ignicant a chievements t owards m ore s ustainable  nancing 

of i ts p rogrammes.  These a re u nderpinned b y s trong p artnership within the c ontext o f the C AADP XP4

 consortium, a compelling value proposition and a refreshed science agenda for CAADP. 

 Strengthening the partnership and working modalities with the One CGIAR stands out as an 

impor tant ongoing activity.

The S ecretariat a cknowledges the alue o f t he B oard's g uidance t o f ocus o n e ngagements i n t he 

policy space, i ncluding a t h igh l evel. By p articipating i n C OP27 t o l aunch c onsultations f or t he 

African C SA action p lan, p lus e ngaging i n AUC p rocesses r egarding p reparations for the 2 023 African

 F ertilizer a nd Soil  Health  Summit and through  PANAP  and  LEAP4FNSSA,  engaging  with  the  AU-

EU  high  level platforms  for  dialogue,  the  Secretariat served its role  of  projecting  the  voice  of  

African  stakeholders.  The value o f this work was m ost a ppreciated b y s takeholders i n the l ead u p to 

and d uring the Abidjan  I  and  II  dialogues  between  African  stakeholders  and  the  One  CGIAR.  

These activities  are turning out to b e the k ind through which F ARA offers the greatest value.

The o ne y ear n o-cost e xtension r ecommended b y t he m id-term r eview o f t he C AADP XP4 p roject i s 

welcomed,  as  it  offers  the  CAADP XP4  consortium  valuable  extra  time to consolidate  the project's

 outputs  into  outcomes  and  work  towards  securing  resources  that  will  sustain  the  momentum 

towards the transformation o f the C AADP XP4 p artnership i nto a  s ustainable, functional a nd i mpactful 

consortium.  
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Dr. Aggrey Agumya

Dr. Yemi Akinbamijo

Dr. Yemi Akinbamijo, a Nigerian national, is 
the Executive Director (ED) of FARA and 
has served in this position since July 2013 

He holds a PhD in Agriculture and 
Environmental Sciences, and MSC in 
Animal Sciences.

As the ED, he is FARA's Chief Executive 
Ofcer with the prime responsibility of 
managing the Secretariat's staff, 
programmes, nances and assets. 

He is the chief spokesperson of FARA and manages FARA's stakeholders within 
and outside Africa. 

He serves as the Secretary to FARA's Board of Directors

Dr. Aggrey Agumya, a Ugandan national, is the 
Director for Research and Innovation. Prior to this, 
he served as the Director for Stakeholder 
Engagement and Communication from 2016 to 
2020. 

Over the years, he served in roles supporting 
the implementation of the Sub-Sharan Africa 
Challenge Programme, as well as the 
Technical Advisor to the Executive Director. 
His experience spans targeting agroforestry 
technologies to domains in Southern Africa 
that has a high likelihood of technology adoption and impact. 

He holds a PhD in Geomatics; an MSc in Geographical Information Systems and 
a BSc in Surveying and Photogrammetry.

He joined FARA in 2006 and is currently responsible for the overall technical 
delivery of FARA's mandate.
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Knowledge Management,
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Translator
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LEAP4NSSA Coordinator
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Cluster Leader, Institutional
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